
Halls, Rowland Hawke 1879 - 1919 

Rowland Hawke Halls [commonly known as Rowland H. Halls] was born in Roffey,
Sussex, England on 8 July 1879. He lived in Lewes, East Sussex and designed the
town's council offices, a photograph of which is illustrated in 'The Studio Yearbook
of Decorative Art' 1915 (p.131).

From 1906 Halls worked out of Seveirg Chambers, School Hill, Lewes, and opened
an office in Seaford in 1911.  He acted as the District Engineer for Sussex to L.G.
Mouchel & Partners Ltd. of Westminster or some years.

During World War One he served in the Army Service Corps, 525 Company, 62nd
Division and was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant in February 1917. He returned
safely from the war and briefly resumed work in Lewes.

He exhibited a painting, "Cottage at Rottingdean", Sussex", at the Royal Academy
in London in 1910.  He was a member of the Brighton Guild of Applied Art and
participated in their exhibition at Brighton Art Gallery in 1912.

Halls' address was given as Rowlands Farm Horsham, Sussex in 1881; 25 St.
John's Terrace, St. John, Lewes, Sussex in 1901; Dyxcroft, Wallands Park, Lewes,
Sussex in 1910; Rowlands, The Avenue, Lewes, Sussex in 1911; and Rowlands,
East Blatchington, Seaford, Sussex in 1914. He died in Brighton, Sussex on 25
March 1919, as a result of injuries he sustained in a motorcycle accident.  He is
buried in St Margaret’s Church, Rottingdean, Sussex
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https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/halls-rowland-hawke


Halls designed about 80 buildings, mainly in Rottingdean, Lewes and Seaford,
Sussex.  In Rottingdean four houses on Marine Drive are of note. In Lewes his
work includes several houses on The Avenue, and the Municipal Offices on Fisher
Street [now The Werks workspace].  In Seaford there are many houses on Firle
Road, Blatchington Hill, Chyngton Road and Southdown Road. He designed two
schools, Southdown and Kings Mead, both of which have been demolished.  He
was also known for his work as a church restorer.

_____

See also Buildings by Rowland H. Halls
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Links
• Sussex Parish Churches [Scroll down to name]
https://sussexparishchurches.org/architectsandartistsh/
• Lewes History Group https://leweshistory.org.uk/2020/09/24/lewes-history-
group-talk-rowland-hawke-halls-1879-1919-sussex-architect-monday-12-october-
2020-720-for-730pm-start/
• The National Archives
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/3b596bbb-1146-4b24-a864-
dc5eb05b1bda
• The National Archives
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/2a754d73-a680-445b-8d67-
3f7330fabef0
• Lewes Local Heritage Walk
https://thefriendsoflewes.files.wordpress.com/2020/08/lewes-architects-walk-
leaflet.pdf
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• Rowland Halls. A Sussex Architect - Panel 1. Early Years in Lewes; Family; War
Service; An untimely death
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Tx82hFYc8KjRWmOAcvq13pGWkPKM713-/view
• Rowland Halls. A Sussex Architect - Panel 2. Early Designs; Rottingdean
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MQ84gRVuzGsX90LY8JxrwypxOxZAL6Dx/view
• Rowland Halls. A Sussex Architect - Panel 3. Houses in Lewes
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1V5liEP4Q4GWDNwS8ISgLLpekhNraZQ_W/view
• Rowland Halls. A Sussex Architect - Panel 4. Public Buildings: Two Parish Halls;
Municipal Offices, Fisher Street; Bow Bridge, Wateringbury
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IP7qnPzVIk8J7JcQxCNE6yTFCDlCfjGd/view
• Rowland Halls. A Sussex Architect - Panel 5. Houses in Seaford; Southdown
School https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JkTxexsE7GDq-FQZ_02U81BGAOXm-
pA7/view
• Rowland Hawke Halls. A Sussex Architect. A 45-minute illustrated talk about the
life and work of Rowland Hawke Halls by David Scott Cowan
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kFlyB136_msJdGnfex3IWAiWHU02SzlG/view?ts=62e6af56
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