
Dick, Robert Burns 1868 - 1954 

Robert Burns Dick was born in Stirling, Scotland on 9 May 1868 and was articled
to William Lister Newcombe (1848-1929) from 1883 to 1888. He then worked as
an assistant to Charles Francis Armstrong (1850-1943) from 1888 to 1893 when
he commenced independent practice as an architect in Newcastle-upon-Tyne.
From 1898 [or 1900 - sources differ] he was in partnership with James Thorburn
Cackett (1860-1928) in Newcastle-upon-Tyne as Cackett & Burns Dick.  In 1923
Robert Norman Houghton MacKellar (1890-1973) joined the partnership and by
1928 the practice had been renamed Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar.   Dick was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects (FRIBA) in 1906.  He
was also a member of the Northern Architectural Association and its President
from 1914 to 1918.

His address was given as 9 Rock Street, Newcastle upon Tyne in 1871; 93
Gloucester Street, Elswick, Northumberland in 1881; and 1891 ; 13 Chester
Crescent, St. Andrew, Northumberland in 1901; Grainger Street West, Newcastle
upon Tyne in 1900 and 1906; Roseworth Lawn, Gosforth, Newcastle upon Tyne in
1906; Millmount, Fenham, Newcastle upon Tyne in 1911 and 1914; Pilgrim House,
Newcastle upon Tyne in 1914 and 1928; "Millmount", Fenham, Newcastle-on-Tyne
in 1926; and 21 Ellison Place, Newcastle upon Tyne in in 1930 and 1939.

In 1919 and 1937 he visited the USA. In the 1930s he also visited Japan.  He
retired from practice in 1940 and moved to Esher, Surrey. He died in Surrey on 11
December 1954.

Worked in
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UK
Works

In conjunction with Mr. Jas. T. Cackett, many large buildings, including Laing Art
Gallery, Pilgrim House, Cross House, Northern Conservative Club, Newcastle ;
Messrs. Sir W. G. Armstrong, Whitworth and Co.'s Naval Shipyard at Walker-on-
Tyne; Messrs. Short Bros.' Naval Aircraft Works, Cardington, Bedford, and
Seaplane Works, Rochester; extensions to works for Messrs. A. Reyrolle and Co.,
Hebburn-on-Tyne; Union Building, Armstrong College, Newcastle, etc., etc. 
[Source: Who's Who in Architecture 1923]
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Links
• Dictionary of Scottish Architects 1660-1980
http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=204019
• Newcastle University, University Library http://www.ncl.ac.uk/library/special-
collections/collections/collection_details.php?id=112
• Jisc Archives Hub https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/search/archives/a9df2c86-7c73-
3eac-ad37-565101de967c
• Twentieth Century Society. C20 Churches http://www.hrballiance.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2018/12/RC-C20-Characterisation-Final-July-2014.pdf
• Historic England - Police Station and Magistrates Court, Berwick-upon-Tweed
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1393915
• Historic England - Burnhope War Memorial, Burnhope, County Durham
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1461654
• Historic England - Tyne Bridge (also known as New Tyne Bridge), Newcastle
upon Tyne https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1248569
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• British Listed Buildings - Tyne Bridge (also known as New Tyne Bridge),
Newcastle upon Tyne https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101248569-tyne-bridge-
also-known-as-new-tyne-bridge-ouseburn-ward
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