Harvey, William Alexander 1874 - 1951

-

William Alexander Harvey was born in Birmingham, Warwickshire, England on 11
April 1874 and was the son of John Harvey (1848-1923) a stained glass designer.
He was articled to David Smith & Son in Birmingham from 1890 to 1894. He also
studied architecture at Birmingham Municipal School of Art where he was taught
architectural history and design by William Henry Bidlake (1861-1938).

In 1895 he was appointed by George Cadbury, founder of the chocolate and
cocoa company Cadbury's, to design quality and affordable homes for his workers
in Bournville. Over the next five years he designed numerous cottages for
Bournville Village. Many of the houses show the influence of the prevailing Arts
and Crafts style. In 1900 the Bournville Village Trust took over responsibility for
the development of the village, although Harvey continued to work for the Trust
until 1904 when he set up his own architectural practice.

In addition to his work for the Bournville Village Trust, Harvey was Architect to
Newburn District Council, and to West Bromwich Corporation; Consulting Architect
to Oldham and District Councils, including Chadderton, Crompton, Royton, Lees
and Springhead; Consulting Architect in connection with the Kettering and several
other housing schemes.

From 1912 until at least the mid-1930s, Harvey was in partnership with Herbert
Graham Wicks (1887-1965) as Harvey & Wicks [W.A. Harvey & H.G. Wicks]. Their
office was located at 5 Bennetts Hill, Birmingham.
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Harvey was elected a Licentiate of the Royal Institute of British Architects (LRIBA)
in 1911 and a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects (FRIBA) in 1918.
He was awarded the RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal for Warwickshire, South
Staffordshire, Shropshire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire in 1934, and the RIBA
Distinction in Town Planning in 1936.

Harvey's address was given as 26 Linden Road, Bournville, Birmingham in 1901
and 1911; 5, Bennett's Hill, Birmingham in 1911 and 1939; and 58 Hagley Road,
Edgbaston, Birmingham in 1951. He died in Edgbaston, Birmingham on 6
February 1951.

Worked in
UK
Works

Numerous houses and other buildings at Bournville, near Birmingham for George
Cadbury, Bournville Tenants and Cadbury Bros. (1896-1914); Meeting Hall,
classrooms and caretaker's house, Watford Road, Cotteridge, Birmingham for
George Cadbury (1900); Public Hall, Linden Road, Birmingham for The Ruskin
Society (1902); Friends' Meeting House, Lindon Road, for George Cadbury (1904);
Boy's and Girl's Elementary School, Linden Road, for George Cadbury and others
(1904); Infants' School, Charlotte Road, Stirchley, Birmingham for King's Norton
and Northfield Urban District Council (1909); Infants' School, Linden Road,
Birmingham for George Cadbury (1909); Men's Hostel and Warden's House,
Griffins Hill, Birmingham for Friends' Foreign Missionary Society (1911); and
Church Hall, The Green, Linden Road for Rev. Hartland (1912).

See also: List of Architectural Works by William Alexander Harvey (1874-1951) in
Harrison, Michael. ‘William Alexander Harrison’ pp. 546-550 [Bibliography below
]
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Links

» Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William Alexander Harvey
 Historic England - Church of St. Francis of Assisi, Linden Road, Bournville
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1076295

 Historic England - Parish Hall, Linden Road, Bournville
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1343071

 Historic England - The Rest House, Bournville
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1075548

* Historic England - Bournville Junior School
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1343070
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 Historic England - Bournville School of arts and Crafts
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1076293

* Historic England - Bournville Infants School
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1291486

 Historic England - Bournville Quaker Meeting House
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1076294

» Historic England - Selly Manor, Sycamore Road, Birmingham
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1076129

* Historic England - Minworth Greaves Manor, Sycamore Road, Birmingham
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1343157

* Selly Manor https://sellymanormuseum.org.uk/news/2020-09-04/bournvilles-
architect

* Archives relating to William Alexander Harvey. Selly Manor
https://sellymanormuseum.org.uk/file/selly/archives-relating-to-william-a-harvey-
53958.pdf

* Michael Harrison. William Alexander Harvey (1874-1951): Bournville and after.
University of Central England http://www-
etsav.upc.es/personals/iphs2004/pdf/082 p.pdf

* Wikimedia Commons

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:William Alexander Harvey

* British Listed Buildings - Bournville Quaker Meeting House, Bournville,
Birmingham https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101076294-bournville-quaker-
meeting-house-bournville-ward

* Twentieth Century Society. C20 Churches - 6 churches by William Alexander
Harvey and Herbert Graham Wicks https://c20society.org.uk/c20-
churches?search=Harvey&denomination=all&listinggrade=all&date=all&orderby=date
* UK Modern House - 2 houses by Harvey & Wicks
http://www.ukmoho.co.uk/html/architect/Harvey Wicks.html
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