Spooner, Charles Sydney 1862 - 1938

Charles Sydney Spooner [also known as Charles Sidney Spooner*] was born in
Hammersmith, London, England on 6 January 1862. He was articled to Arthur
William Blomfield (1829-1899) in 1881 and remained as his assistant until 1885.
The following year he worked as an assistant to John Anthony Butler (1828-1900).
Spooner also attended classes at the Architectural Association in London from
1882 to 1886 and at the Royal Academy Schools in London from 1886 to 1890. In
1890 he was awarded a Royal Academy Studentship.

In July 1900 he married Minnie Dibdin Davison (1867-1949), a painter, sculptor
and designer. They subsequently collaborated on many projects. Spooner
commenced independent practice as an architect in London in 1892. In ¢.1910-
11, Spooner was in partnership with Sidney Burgoyne Kitchener Caulfield (1877-
1964) as Spooner & Caulfield in London.

In ¢.1904 Spooner and the architect Arthur Joseph Penty (1875-1937) established
Elmdon & Co., a furniture workshop with premises at 1 Ravenscourt Park,
Hammersmith, London. The company largely, or possibly exclusively, produced
"moderately priced" furniture. They exhibited at the Alpine Club in London in
1905. They also participated in the eighth exhibition of the Arts & Crafts
Exhibition Society at Grafton Galleries in London in 1906.

In addition to his work as an architect and designer, Spooner taught furniture
design and woodwork at Central School of Arts and Crafts in London from ¢.1898
to 1930. In 1887 he was elected a member of the Art Workers Guild. He was also
an early member of the Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society with whom he exhibited
in 1890, 1893, 1896, 1899, 1903, 1906, 1910, 1912 and 1916; and was a member
of the Consulting Architects panel of the Incorporated Church Building Society
from 1909 to 1938. In 1906 was elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British
Architects (FRIBA).

His address was given as 19 Margravine Gardens, London in 1891; 50 Queen
Anne's Gate, London in 1894 and 1897; Eyot Cottage, Chiswick Mall, London in
1899 and 1938; 17 Red Lion Square, London in 1902; 17 Bedford Row, London in
1904 and 1906. He died in Wandsworth, London on 30 December 1938.


https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/spooner-charles-sydney
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/caulfield-sidney-burgoyne-kitchener
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/firms/spooner-caulfield
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/penty-arthur-joseph

* Spooner's middle name is frequently given as Sidney, however census and
baptismal records confirms that it was Sydney

Worked in
UK
Works

Spooner designed eight churches and worked on the restoration of many others.
He also designed the decoration and furnishings of several of the churches. In
addition he built a number of large private houses, country cottages, estate
cottages at Bawdsey in Suffolk, a suburban 'ideal home' at Gidea Park, and a farm
at Steeple Claydon, Buckinghamshire. He also designed two war memorials - at
Ranby in Nottinghamshire (unveiled in 1920, and at Hadleigh in Suffolk (unveiled
in 1921) and ).

With Sidney Burgoyne Kitchener Caulfield, at least three houses in Gidea Park,
Havering, Essex - 52 and 56 Parkway, and 4 Reed Pond Walk (c.1910-11).
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Links
* Dictionary of Scottish Architects 1660-1980
https://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/apex/r/dsa/dsa/architects?session=17471229899544
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* Rye Harbour - Who was Charles Spooner?
http://www.ryeharbour.net/pdf/257.pdf

* Mapping the Practice & Profession of Sculpture in Britain & Ireland 1851-1951
https://sculpture.gla.ac.uk/mapping/public/view/person.php?id=msib2 1212424639&searc
* The Modernist Journals Project https://modjourn.org/biography/spooner-charles-
sidney-1862-1938/

» Twentieth Century Society. Churches - St. Paul, East Ham, London
https://c20society.org.uk/c20-churches/st-paul-38

* Sussex Parish Churches - Rye Harbour - Holy Spirit
https://sussexparishchurches.org/church/rye-harbour-holy-spirit/

* Historic England - Church of St. Christopher, Haslemere, Surrey
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1244472

 Historic England - Blyth and Hodsock War Memorial, Blyth, Nottinghamshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1421764

* Historic England - Church of St. Gabriel, Redbridge, England
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1081020

» Historic England - Ranby War Memorial, Ranby, Nottinghamshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1421769

 Historic England - Church of St. Anselm, Harrow
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1194388

* Historic England - The Vicarage, 116, Church Lane East, Rushmore, Hampshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1092628

 Historic England - Landford Lodge, Landford, Wilshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1023914

* Historic England - Holy Trinity Church, Halstead, Essex
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1122421

» Historic England - Hadleigh, Suffolk https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-
list/list-entry/1036820

 Historic England - Church of St. Leonard, Bridgnorth, Shropshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1178124

* The Hadleigh Great War Memorial http://www.hadleighww1l.com/great-war-
memorial

* Ranby St Martin War Memorial
https://southwellchurches.nottingham.ac.uk/ranby/hwarmem.php

 ART UK https://artuk.org/discover/artists/spooner-charles-sydney-18621938

* British and Irish Furniture Makers Online
https://bifmo.history.ac.uk/entry/spooner-charles-sydney-1862-1938

* Victoria & Albert Museum
https://collections.vam.ac.uk/search/?q=Spooner%2C%20Charles%20Sydney



http://www.ryeharbour.net/pdf/257.pdf
https://sculpture.gla.ac.uk/mapping/public/view/person.php?id=msib2_1212424639&search=Spooner
https://modjourn.org/biography/spooner-charles-sidney-1862-1938/
https://modjourn.org/biography/spooner-charles-sidney-1862-1938/
https://c20society.org.uk/c20-churches/st-paul-38
https://sussexparishchurches.org/church/rye-harbour-holy-spirit/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1244472
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1421764
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1081020
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1421769
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1194388
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1092628
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1023914
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1122421
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1036820
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1036820
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1178124
http://www.hadleighww1.com/great-war-memorial
http://www.hadleighww1.com/great-war-memorial
https://southwellchurches.nottingham.ac.uk/ranby/hwarmem.php
https://artuk.org/discover/artists/spooner-charles-sydney-18621938
https://bifmo.history.ac.uk/entry/spooner-charles-sydney-1862-1938
https://collections.vam.ac.uk/search/?q=Spooner%2C%20Charles%20Sydney

