
Spence, Basil 1907 - 1976 

Basil Urwin Spence [commonly known as Basil Spence; also known as Sir Basil
Spence] was born the son of British parents in Bombay [now Mumbai], India on 13
August 1907.  He studied at Heriot-Watt University Architectural School in
Edinburgh (1925-29), and at the Bartlett School of Architecture, University
College, London (1929-30).  He then worked as an assistant in the office of Sir
Edwin Lutyens in London (1929-30). In October  1931 he went into partnership
with William Hardie Kininmonth (1904-1988) as Kininmonth & Spence in
Edinburgh.

In 1934 the practice merged with the Edinburgh firm Rowand Anderson & Balfour
Paul to form Rowand Anderson, Paul & Partners. Following the death of Paul in
1938, Kininmonth and Paul were sole partners in the practice.

After serving in the British Army (1939-45), Spence returned to Edinburgh and
opened his own architecture and design office, Basil Spence & Partners, with
Bruce Robertson in 1946. John Hardie Glover became a partner in 1949 and Peter
Ferguson was made a partner in 1951. The practice became Sir Basil Spence,
Glover & Ferguson in 1964. In 1963 Spence formed another partnership, Spence
Bonnington & Collins, in London, with John Bonnington and Gordon Collins.

In 1964 Spence also set up additional partnership, Sir Basil Spence, with Anthony
Blee with his son, John Unwin Spence as a consultant. In 1974 this became Sir
Basil Spence International, later to be renamed Sir Basil Spence Partnership. 

Spence was adviser to the Board of Trade for the British Industries Fair in London,
1947, 1948, 1949; and served as Planning Consultant to Nottingham,
Southampton and Edinburgh universities, and Basildon New Town. He taught
widely and was Professor of Architecture at the University of Leeds (1955-56). and
the Royal Academy in London (1961-68).  He was an active member of the Royal
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Institute of British Architects (RIBA) of which he was made a Fellow (1947), and
President (1958-60). He was also made an Honorary Fellow of the American
Institute of Architects (1963) and an Honorary Member of the Accademia di San
Luca in Rome (1973). In 1960 Spence was also elected a Royal Designer for
Industry (RDI) by the Royal Society of Arts and a Royal Academician (RA) the
same year.

Among the many awards he received were the Festival of Britain Award (1951),  a
knighthood (1960), the Académie d'Architecture Gold Medal, Paris (1974), and
Honorary Doctorates from the University of Leicester (1963), University of
Manitoba (1963), and the University of Southampton (1965).  He died at Yaxley
Hall, near Eye in Suffolk, England, on 19 November 1976.

Worked in
UK
Works

By Kininmonth & Spence: a housing estate for Berwickshire County Council
(1932); a house on Easter Belmont Road, Edinburgh for Dr. King (1932-33);
Southern Motors Garage in Edinburgh (c.1933); Kininmonth House, 46A Dick
Place, Edinburgh (1934-35); and housing, 12-30, Victoria Street, Dunbar (1935).

By Basil Spence: I.C.I. Pavilion for the Empire Exhibition in Glasgow (1938); the
layouts for the 'Britain Can Make It' exhibition at the Victoria & Albert Museum in
London (1946); the design of the 'Enterprise Scotland' exhibition in Edinburgh
(1947); the design of the 'Scottish Industries' exhibition in Glasgow (1949); the
'Allegro' chair for the Glasgow-based furniture manufacturer H. Morris & Co. Ltd.
(1949); housing in Dunbar. East Lothian, Scotland, and in Selkirk, Scotland (1950);
housing in Shepperton, Middlesex (1951); the design of the 'Heavy Industries'
exhibition and the 'Sea and Ships' pavilion at the Festival of Britain in London
(1951); Duncanrig Secondary School in East Kilbride, Scotland (1952-53); St.
Nininian and St. Martin's Church in Whilthorn, Scotland (1954); Trinity College
Chapel in Glenmorgan, Scotland (1956); St. Chad's Church at Bell Green,
Coventry, England (1957); St. Oswald's Church at Tile Hill, Coventry, England
(1957), the Church of St. John the Divine at Willenhall, Coventry, England (1957);
St. Paul's Church in Ecclesfield, Yorkshire, England (1958); the Institute of Virology
Department building, Glasgow University (1958); housing in Basildon New Town,
Essex, England (1958, 1962); St. Aidan's Church in Leicester, England (1959); St.
Catherine's Church in Sheffield, England (1959); the Natural Philosophy Buildings,
Glasgow University (1959); Twasfynydd Nuclear Power Station in Wales (1959-
62); the Research and Teaching Building, University of Liverpool (1959); 



Hampstead Civic Centre, Library and Swimming Baths in London (1959-64); halls-
of-residence at Queen's College, University of Cambridge (1960); the Aeronautics
and Mechanical Engineering building and the Economics building, University of
Southampton (1960); the Physics building, University of Liverpool (1960); St.
Francis Church at Newall Green in Wythershawe, Lancashire, England (1961);  the
Cathedral of Saint Michael in Coventry, England (1962); the Senior Common
Room, University of Southampton (1962); Scottish Widows Life Assurance Building
in Edinburgh (1962); Falmer House, University of Sussex (1962); the Chemistry
building and the Arts building University of Southampton (1963); the Music Rooms
at Trinity College, Glenmorgan, Scotland (1963); the Civil and Electrical
Engineering building and the Nuffield Theatre, University of Southampton (1964);
the Library, phase I, University of Sussex (1964); the Animal Research building,
University of Edinburgh (1965); the Chemistry building, University of Sussex
(1965); the Chemistry Building, University of Exeter (1965); St. Aidan's College
University of Durham (1965); the Meeting House, University of Sussex (1966); the
Physics building, Students Union building, and Lecture Theatre, University of
Exeter (1966); crematorium at Mortonhall, Edinburgh (1966); the Physics building,
University of Sussex (1967); the Physics building, University of Exeter (1967); the
Library, Staff Club and Canteen, University of Edinburgh (1967); the Geology and
Botany building, University of Southampton (1967); the British pavilion at Expo
'67 in Montreal, Quebec (1967); an extension to the Tizard building, University of
Southampton (1969); the Recreation building and Biology building, University of
Sussex (1969); the Municipal Library in Newcastle upon Tyne, England (1969); the
Town Hall and Civic Centre in Sunderland, England (1970); the Household Cavalry
Barracks at Knightsbridge, London (1970); the Institute of Development Studies,
University of Sussex (1970);  the British Embassy Chancery Building in Rome
(1971); the Library, phase II, University of Sussex (1971); the Administration
building, University of Sussex (1972); the Zoology building, University of
Southampton (1973); the Bank of Piraeus in Athens, Greece (1975); the Arts
building, university of Sussex (1975), and the Geology and Mining building,
University of Newcastle (1975).
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