
Smith, Arnold Dunbar 1866 - 1933 

Arnold Dunbar Smith was born in Islington, London, England on 2 December
1866.  He was articled to John George Gibbins (1843-1932) in Brighton, Sussex in
1883. He also attended Brighton School of Art, and the Architectural Association
Schools and the Royal Academy Schools in London.  Between 1884 and 1896 he
worked as an assistant to various architects.  

Smith commenced independent practice an architect in London in 1895.  That
year he and fellow architect  Cecil Claude Brewer (1871-1918) won a limited
competition for the design of a new building for the settlement in Tavistock Place,
Bloomsbury (built in 1896-97). Following the success of this project, the pair
formed a partnership, Smith & Brewer, that lasted until Brewer's death in 1918.
Smith continued the practise until his own death twenty years later.

Smith was elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British architects (FRIBA) in
1906.

His address was given as 28 Theobald's Road, London in 1896 and 1897; Kinsbury
Knole, Verulam Road, St. Albans, Hertfordshire in 1906; 2 Grays Inn Square,
London in 1906 and 1914; 6 Queen Square, Bloomsbury, London in 1923 and
1932. He died in Bournemouth, Dorset on 7 December 1933.

Worked in
UK
Works

Works by Smith & Brewer included Passmore Edwards Settlement Buildings [now
Mary Ward House], Tavistock Place, Bloomsbury, London (1895-98); additions to
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Royal Hospital, Kew Foot Road, Richmond, Surrey (1896); East Anglian
Sanatorium, Nayland, near Colchester, Essex (c.1898); Little Barley End and
stables. Aldbury, Hertfordshire (c.1900); Ditton Place, near Balcombe, Sussex
(1904); Acremead, Froghole, near Crockham Hill, Kent (1906); interiors of Ely
House, 37 Dover Street, Mayfair, London (1908); The Fives Court, Pinner, London
(1908); chapel, East Anglian Sanatorium, Nayland, near Colchester, Essex (1909);
The Malting House, Malting Lane, Cambridge (1909); National Museum of Wales,
Civic Centre, Cardiff (1910-c.1912); and Heal's Furniture Store, 196-199
Tottenham Court Road, London (c.1914-16).
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Links
• Historic England - details of 29 architectural projects by Smith & Brewer
https://historicengland.org.uk/sitesearch?searchType=site&search=%22Smith%20and%20Brewer%22&searchResultsPerPage=100
• Dictionary of Scottish Architects 1660-1980
http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=205201
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• Inventory of the drawings of Smith & Brewer in the Alexander Architectural
Archive at the University of Texas at Austin
http://www.lib.utexas.edu/taro/utaaa/00046/aaa-00046.html
• Alan Crawford, ‘Brewer, Cecil Claude (1871–1918)’, Oxford Dictionary of
National Biography, Oxford University Press, 2004;
http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/63127
• Guttae. Mary Ward House, London 1897
http://guttae.blogspot.com/2015/02/arnold-dunbar-smith-1866-1933-and-
cecil.html
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