
Seely, Henry John Alexander 1899 - 1963 

Henry John Alexander Seely [commonly known as John Seely; also known as 2nd
Baron Mottistone] was born in Ryde, Isle of Wight, Hampshire, England 1 May
1899 and studied architecture at Trinity College, Cambridge where he met Paul
Edward Paget (1901-1985). In 1922 they founded the London-based architectural
practice Seely & Paget. Notable among the firm's commissions was the
conversion of Eltham Palace, a 14th century palace in Greenwich, London into an
Art Deco mansion for Stephen Courtauld and Virginia Courtauld in 1936. They also
designed interiors for celebrities including the writer J.B. Priestley and the actress
Gladys Cooper.

Following World War Two, Seely & Paget designed St Andrew and St George in
Stevenage, Hertfordshire.

In 1947 Seely was appointed Surveyor of the Fabric of St Paul's Cathedral and
designed the Chapel of the Order of the British Empire, at the eastern end of the
crypt. He designed the St George's chapel, Windsor Castle and was Lay Canon
and architect at Portsmouth Cathedral. He was responsible for the restoration of
several churches damaged by bombing during World War Two including All Saints
Church in Cottesbrooke in 1959-60.

Seely was elected an Associate of the Royal Institute of British Architects (ARIBA)
in 1926 and a Felloew of the Royal Institute of British Architects (FRIBA) in 1932.
He was also elected a member of the Art Workers Guild in 1946. He died in
London on 18 January 1963
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UK
Works

See Historic England for details of 27 architectural projects by Seely & Paget [link
below]
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Links
• Historic England - details of 27 architectural projects by Seely & Paget
https://historicengland.org.uk/sitesearch?searchType=site&search=seely%20paget&searchResultsPerPage=100
• Westminster Abbey https://www.westminster-abbey.org/abbey-
commemorations/commemorations/john-seely-lord-mottistone
• English Heriage https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/learn/histories/lgbtq-
history/seely-and-paget-at-eltham-palace/
• Sussex Parish Churches [scroll down to name]
https://sussexparishchurches.org/architectsandartistss/
• The Peerage [scroll down to name
http://www.thepeerage.com/p11726.htm#i117256
• Wikipedia - John Seely
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Seely,_2nd_Baron_Mottistone
• Wikipedia - Seely & Paget https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seely_%26_Paget
• St. Paul’s Cathedral https://www.stpauls.co.uk/history-collections/history/history-
highlights/seely-and-paget-partners-in-design
• UK Modern House http://www.ukmoho.co.uk/html/architect/Seely_Paget.html
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