
Ward, Basil Robert 1902 - 1976 

Basil Robert Ward [commonly known as Basil Ward] was born in Wellington, New
Zealand on 22 July 1902. and was articled to J. A. Louis Hay in Napier.  In 1924,
with fellow New Zealand architect Amyas Connell (1901-1980), he moved to
London where they both attended the Bartlett School of Architecture, University
College, London. In 1926 [or 1927 - sources differ] Ward was awarded the Henry
Jarvis Studentship (second prize Rome Scholarship) and spent a period of time in
Italy.   Between 1929 and 1931 he carried out works for the Government of
Burma. In 1932 he went into partnership Connell, forming the London-based
architectural practice Connell & Ward.   They were joined in May 1934* [or 1933 -
sources differ] by Colin Anderson Lucas (1906-1984) and the firm was renamed
Connell, Ward & Lucas.  The practice was known for it uncompromising advocacy
of the International Modernist style. With the approach of World War Two in 1939,
the partnership was dissolved.

For the first four years of the war Ward was a technical officer in the Research
and Experiments Department of the Ministry of Home Security. Subsequently he
served as lieutenant-commander in Naval Intelligence with the Royal Naval
Volunteer Reserve (Special Branch).

In 1945, with fellow New Zealander, Keith Day Pearce Murray (1892–1981), Ward 
formed a new architectural practice, Murray, Ward & Partners. The partnership
appears to have been short-lived as by 1950 Murray,with with Charles Stanley
White (1893-1966), with whom he had been in partnership in the 1930s, formed a
partnership with Stanley Churchill Ramsey (1882-1968) which operated as
Ramsey, Murray & White [Ward's name did not appear in the title of the
practice].  In 1955 Ward the partnership which operated as Ramsay, Murray,
White & Ward. They designed numerous industrial and office buildings, including
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the Hong Kong air terminal and the British European Airways engineering base in
London airport.

From 1946 to 1952 Ward was also professor of architecture at the Royal College
of Art in London, and, from 1953 to 1956, first Lethaby professor of architecture
at the college. Following his retirement from practice in the mid-1960s, he taught
at Manchester Polytechnic and Lancaster University. He died in Kendal, Cumbria
in 1976
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Links
• An Encyclopaedia of New Zealand 1966 [scroll down to name]
https://teara.govt.nz/en/1966/expatriates-biographies/page-32
• Alan Powers. Connell, Ward & Lucas. Oxford Grove Art Online [Subscription
service] https://doi.org/10.1093/gao/9781884446054.article.T019059
• Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Basil_Ward
• The Modern House https://www.themodernhouse.com/directory-of-architects-
and-designers/connell-ward-lucas/
• Modernism in Metro-land. Machines for Living: Connell, Ward & Lucas
https://www.modernism-in-metroland.co.uk/blog/architects-of-the-week-connell-
ward-lucas
• WowHaus https://www.wowhaus.co.uk/tag/basil-ward/
• Paul Mellon Centre - Basil Ward
https://calmview.co.uk//PaulMellonCentre/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=DCS/2/2/3&pos=1
• Twentieth Century Society. Greenside’s Architects: Connell, Ward and Lucas
https://c20society.org.uk/casework/greensides-architects-connell-ward-and-lucas
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• AJ Buildings - Cricket Pavilion at East Moseley
https://www.ajbuildingslibrary.co.uk/projects/display/id/2971
• UK Modern House - Connell Ward & Lucas
http://www.ukmoho.co.uk/html/architect/Connell_Ward_Lucas.html
• Historic England - Saltings, Havant, Hampshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1339947
• Historic England - The White House, Grayswood Road, grayswood, Haslemere,
Surrey https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1244056
• Historic England - Sun Houses 4, 6 and 8, Highover Park, Amersham,
Buckinghamshire https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1237823
• Historic England - The Firs, Reigate, Surrey
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1377954
• Historic England - Usherwood, Shere, Surrey
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1392952
• Historic England - Kent House, Ferdinand Street, Camden, Surrey
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1078340
• Historic England - 26 Bessborough Road, Wandsworth, London
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1357689
• Historic England - 66 Frognal, Camden, London
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1113062
• Historic England - Noah’s House Boathouse, Cookham, Berkshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1323741
• Historic England - High and Over, Amersham, Buckinghamshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1237711
• Historic England - The Concrete House, 4 The Ridgeway, Bristol
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1202633
• Historic England - 97 and 99 Park Avenue, Hillingdon, London
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1358432
• Historic England - 6 Temple Gardens, Three Rivers, Hertfordshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1173919
• Historic England - 101 Park Avenue, Hillingdon, London
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1266441
• UK Modern House - Connell & Ward
http://www.ukmoho.co.uk/html/architect/Connell_Ward.html
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