
Mardall, Cyril Leonard Sjöström 1909 - 1994 

Cyril Leonard Sjöström Mardall was born Cyril Leonard Sjöström in Helsinki,
Finland, on 21 November 1909. He moved to England in 1927 and was
naturalized in 1928. He attended the School of Architecture of the Polytechnic of
North London from 1927 to 1931 and in 1931 won a scholarship to the
Architectural Association Schools in London, from where he was awarded its
diploma in 1932. He then went back to Finland to work for Ole Gripenberg (1892-
1979) on a design of the stadium for the 1940 Helsinki Olympic Games, which
was subsequently cancelled due to World War Two.

He returned to London in 1933 where he set up his own independent architectural
practice and worked on various commissions to design prefabricated timber-
framed houses. He also began teaching at the Architectural Association. During
World War Two he served as an intelligence officer in the Royal Naval Volunteer
Reserve until 1944 when he was seconded to the United Nations Relief and
Rehabilitation Administration.  By January 1947 he had adopted the surname
Mardall.

In 1944 he formed a partnership with Francis Reginald Stevens Yorke
(1906–1962) and Eugene Rosenberg (1907-1990) as Yorke Rosenberg Mardall,
subsequently known as YRM, in London. All three were dedicated Modernists.  The
partnership was initially a loose arrangement and the partners sometimes worked
on individual projects.   In addition to his knowledge of timber-framed
construction, Mardall specialized in the design of schools and he worked for
various local authority clients, notably Hertfordshire County Council.

Mardall was elected an Associate of the Royal Institute of British Architects
(ARIBA). He was also a member of the Architectural Association Council from
1948 to 1951; and a member of the MARS. Modern Architectural Research Group.
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Following his retirement from YRM in 1975, he formed a private practice with his
wife. They worked on housing projects in Finland and the Caribbean. He died in
London on 1 June 1994.
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Notable projects by Yorke Rosenberg Mardall during the time he was a partner in
the practice included Sigmund Pumps Ltd. factory in Gateshead, Co. Durham
(1948); Barclay Secondary School in Stevenage, Hertfordshire (1950); London
Transport Bus Garage and Depot in Loughton, Essex (1954); Queensmead
Secondary Modern School in Ruislip, Middlesex (1953); Gatwick Airport in
Gatwick, Surrey (1958–88); the masterplan for Kuwait Airport (1962); YRM's office
at Greystoke Place, London (1960-61); Electrical Engineering Building, Liverpool
(1966);  St Thomas' Hospital in London (1966-75); Royal Infirmary in Hull,
Yorkshire (1967); University of Warwick (1960s); Crawley Hospital in Crawley,
West Sussex (1960s); Cottam Power Stations in Cottam, Nottinghamshire (1960s);
a hanger for Britannia Airways at Luton Airport (1970); and Magistrates Courts,
Manchester (1971).

_____

See also:  Contemporary Architects [Bibliography] - contains a chronological list of
works by Mardall, 1947-1981, pp. 569-570
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