
Adam, Robert 1728 - 1792 

Robert Adam was born in Kirkaldy, Fife, Scotland on 3 July 1728.  He was the son
of the architect William Adam (1689-1748) under whom he trained. He also
studied at Edinburgh University from 1743.  Following the death of his father in
1748, Robert Adam and his elder brother, John Adam (1721-1792) formed a
partnership to run his architectural and construction business in Edinburgh. By
1754 the business was profitable enough for Robert Adam to embark on a Grand
Tour of Europe,  He returned in January  1757 and the following year set up an
architectural and decorative design practice in London. He was soon joined by his
brothers, James Adam (1732-1794) and William Adam (1738-1822).   Before long,
Robert Adam was acknowledged as the leading architect in Britain and the Adam
practice was one of the busiest in England between the 1750s and the 1780s,

He secured the patronage of the Duke of Argyll and Lord Bute and in 1761, Lord
Bute obtained for him the post of Architect of the King’s Works which he held until
1769.  In 1757 he became a member of the Society of Arts and in 1769 was
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society.  In 1765 he was appointed Surveyor to
Chelsea Hospital, a position he held until his death.  Robert Adam died in London,
England on 3 March 1792.

Worked in
UK
Works

For a detailed list of architectural projects by Robert Adam see Colvin, 4th edition,
2008 pp. 47-55

See also:

Historic England [link below]

Historic Environment Scotland [link below]

Wikipedia [link below]

Dictionary of Scottish Architects 1660-1980 [link below]

British Listed Buildings [link below]
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