
Aitken, George Shaw 1836 - 1921 

George Shaw Aitken was born in Oxton, London, England on 12 March 1836 and
was articled to John Dick Peddie (1824-1891) and Charles George Hood Kinnear
(1830-1894) of Peddie & Kinnear in Edinburgh, Scotland until c.1860.  From
c.1860 to c.1867 he lived in Manchester and in Eccles. Lancashire, and during this
period worked as an assistant to Alfred Waterhouse (1830-1905) and in 1866 was
briefly in partnership with his brother, Robert Walker Aitken (1840?-1909) as
Aitken & Aitken. By c.1867 he had returned to Scotland and from c.1867 to
c.1873 worked as chief assistant to James Maclaren (1829-1893) in Dundee.

From 1873 he was in partnership with Maclaren as Maclaren & Aitken. The
partnership was dissolved in 1879 and thereafter Aitken continued in independent
practice in Dundee until 1881 when he returned to Edinburgh. In 1890 he was
appointed lecturer on the History of Architecture at the Heriot Watt College in
Edinburgh.  

Aitken was one of the founders of the Edinburgh Architectural Association in
1858, and was elected its first president. He was an accomplished watercolourist
and exhibited at the Royal Scottish Academy in Edinburgh between 1880 and
1910.  He died in Liberton, Scotland on 29 August 1921

Worked in
UK
Works

Country houses — Craig-gowan, Ballinard, Tircarra, Ethelstone, and Corona,
Forfarshire; Ryehill Church, Dundee; Queen Street Church, Broughty Ferry;
reconstructed Bank of Scotland and North of Scotland Bank, Dundee; premises for
Y.M.C.A., Brechin; extensions to Bearehill House, Brechin; extensions to
Gracemount and St. Catherine's Mansions, Edinburgh; restoration of Lady Stair's
house, for Lady Rosebery, and other old Edinburgh mansions, conjointly with Prof.
Patrick Geddes. [Source: Who's Who in Architecture 1914.

____

See also:

Dictionary of Scottish Architects 1660-1980 [link below]

https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/aitken-george-shaw
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/waterhouse-alfred


Historic Environments Scotland [link below]
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Links
• Dictionary of Scottish Architects 1660-1980
http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=100011
• Historic Environment Scotland - contains 15 records of architectural work by
George Shaw Aitken and by McLaren & Aitken
http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/hes/web/f?p=1505%3A200%3A%3A%3ANO%3ARP%3ASEARCH_UNDERWAY%3A1
• Architects of Greater Manchester 1800-1940
https://manchestervictorianarchitects.org.uk/architects/george-shaw-aitken
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