
Cowlishaw, William Harrison 1869 - 1957 

William Harrison Cowlishaw [also known as W.H. Cowlishaw, and as W. Harrison
Cowlishaw] was born in Godstone, Surrey, England on 4 December 1869 and was
articled to Stockdale Harrison (1846-1914) in Leicester, and to Eustace James
Anthony Balfour (1854-1911) and Hugh Thackeray Turner (1853-1937) of Balfour
& Turner.

He commenced independent practice as an architect in c.1896. His best known
work as an architect was The Cloisters in Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire,
built in 1905-07.

Following World War One, he was commissioned by the War Graves Commission
to to design memorials and cemeteries in France and Belgium.

In addition to his work as an architect, he was also an illuminator, decorative
designer and ceramic artist. In 1907 he established the Iceni Pottery Company in
Letworth Garden City which was active until 1914.

Cowlishaw was elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects (FRIBA)
in 1939. He was a member of the Arts & Crafts Exhibition Society and exhibited
and participated in their 4th (1893), 5th (1896), 6th (1899), 7th (1903); 8th
1906); 9th (1910); 10th (1912) and 11th (1916) exhibitions in London. He was
also elected a member of the Art Workers Guild in 1917.

His address was given as 3 Raymond Buildings [TAB] Gray's Inn, London in 1893;
6 Great James Street, Bedford Row, London in 1896; The Iceni Potterry Co.,
Letchworth in 1910 and 1912; 6 Great James Street, Bedford Row, London in
1916; and 10 Litchfield Way, Finchley, London in 1939. He died in Victoria
Hospital, Deal, Dover, Kent on 17 March 1957.
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Links
• Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Harrison_Cowlishaw
• World War One Cemeteries https://www.ww1cemeteries.com/william-harrison-
cowlishaw.html
• Victoria & Albert Museum, London
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/search/?q=Cowlishaw&page=1
• Encyclopedia.com https://www.encyclopedia.com/education/dictionaries-
thesauruses-pictures-and-press-releases/cowlishaw-william-harrison
• The National Archives
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/c/F60955
• Artist Biographies [Subsctiption service]
https://www.artbiogs.co.uk/1/artists/cowlishaw-william-harrison
• Utopia Britannica - British Utopian Experiments 1325 - 1945 http://www.utopia-
britannica.org.uk/pages/Cloisters.htm
• Historic England - 22 and 24 Sollershott West, Letchworth Garden City,
Hertfordshire https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1347286
• Historic England - 124 Ridge Road, Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1102829
• Historic England - North Hertfordshire Masonic Lodge, Letchworth Garden City,
Hertfordshire https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1102019
• YouTube The Cloisters, Letchworth Garden City [W.H. Cowlishaw, Architect]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4i1KP0-AqM4
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