
Horsnell, Alick George 1881 - 1916 

Alick George Horsnell [commonly known as Alick G. Horsnell; also known as Alex
Horsnell] was born in Chelmsford, Essex, England in July 1881 and was articled to
Frederic Wykeham Chancellor (1865-1945) in Chelmsford. He studied at
Chelmsford School of Art.  At some point [dates not known] he worked as an
assistant to Ernest Newton (1856-1922) in London. He attended classes at the
Architectural Association Schools in London and was awarded an AA travelling
studentship enabling him to make a study tour of France and Italy. He was also
awarded the RIBA Tite Prize in 1906 and the Soane Medallion in 1910.   After
practising as an architect in Chelmsford, he moved to London, and in 1914 set up
his own independent practice.   

Hornell was a fine perspectivist and in this capacity was employed by Newton and
by Ralph Knott (1878-1929) for whom he drew the competition-winning drawings
for the County Hall building in London in 1908.

In addition to his work as an architect, Horsnell was also an etcher, mainly of
architectural subjects, which he exhibited at the Royal Academy and Royal
Society of Painter Etchers and Engravers in London; and at the Walker Art Gallery
in Liverpool.  

He was elected an Associate of the Royal Society of Painter Etchers and
Engravers in London (ARE) in 1912.   

Horsnell was killed in action at the start of the Battle of the Somme in France on 1
July 1916, while serving in the Army in World War One.  Examples of Horsnell's
work as an artist are in the permanent collections of the Victoria & Albert Museum

https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/horsnell-alick-george


in London and the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York.
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Links
• Alick Horsnell - website devoted to the life and work of Alick G. Horsnell
https://www.chelmsfordwarmemorial.co.uk/first-world-war/chelmsford/horsnell-
alick-george.html
• Chelmsford at War https://www.chelmsfordwarmemorial.co.uk/first-world-
war/chelmsford/horsnell-alick-george.html
• Etchings by Alick G. Horsnell in the collection of the British Museum in London
https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection/search?keyword=Horsnell
• Find a Grave https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/12441337/alick-george-
horsnell
• Artist Biographies [Subscription service]
https://www.artbiogs.co.uk/1/artists/horsnell-alick-george
• Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alick_Horsnell
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