
Williams, Evan Owen 1890 - 1979 

Evan Owen Williams was born in Tottenham, London, England on 20 March 1898.
Whilst serving an apprenticeship with the Metropolitan Electric Tramways
Company, he attended evening classes at the Northern Polytechnic Institute from
where he graduated with a first-class honours degree in engineering in 1911. He
then worked worked briefly for the Indented Bar and Concrete Engineering
Company, and an architect and engineer for the Trussed Concrete Company in
London from 1912 to 1916. In 1916–17 Williams worked for the Wells Aviation
Company and in 1917-18 with the Admiralty where he explored the possibility of
constructing concrete ships, something he was to return to during World War
Two.

Following World War One, he opened an office in London and was in private
practice from 1919 to 1939 when he commenced a partnership, first with T.S.
Vardy, and later with O.T. Williams.  He was consulting engineer for the British
Empire Exhibition held in 1924-25.

From 1945 to 1969 he acted as Consulting Engineer for Motorway Construction to
the Ministry of Transport from 1945 to 1969.

Williams received a knighthood for his services to architecture and engineering in
1924. He died in Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire on 23 May 1969.

_____

See also: British Listed Buildings [link below]
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Projects by Williams included the Walls Factory in Acton, London (1919), a
tannery in Runcorn, England (1920), Ice-making plant in Hull, England (1921), the
Palace of Industry for the British Empire Exhibition held in Wembley London 1924-
25 (1923), the Parc des Attractions at the Exposition des Arts Décoratifs et
Industriels Moderne in Paris (1925), Lea Valley Viaduct, London, and the Montrose
Bridge, Wansford River Spey band Findhorn bridges in Scotland (all 1925-30),
Cumberland Garage, London (1930), the Boots Factory in Beeston, Nottingham
(1932 and 1937), a cement factory in Thurrock, England (1933), the Pioneer
Health Centre in Peckham, London, Sainsbury's warehouse in Southwark, London,
and the Empire Swimming Pool and Sports Arena in Wembley, London (all 1934),
Lilley & Skinner's warehouse in Pentonville, London (1935), Odhams printing
works in Watford, England and a synagogue in Dollis Hill, London (both 1937),
installations at Wembley Stadium in London for the Olympic Games (1948) and
the British Overseas Airways Corporation Maintenance Headquarers and Hangers
at London Airport - Heathrow (1950-54). 
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