Tecton 1932 - 1947

Tecton [also known as Tecton Group and TECTON Architects] was an architectural
partnership formed in London, England in 1932 by the émigré architect Berthold
Lubetkin (1901-1990) and a group of recent graduates of the Architectural
Association School: Godfrey Samuel (1904-1982), Valentine (Val) Harding (1905-
1940), Michael Dugdale (1905-1970), Anthony Merlott Chitty (1907-1976), Francis
Skinner (1908-1998.) and Lindsay Drake (1909-1980). In 1935 Samuel and
Harding left the partnership to form their own firm, and Chitty and Dugdale also
left.

In 1935 Lubetkin and Tecton, in partnership with the civil engineer, Ove Arup,
won a competition to design working-class residential flats in reinforced concrete
organised by the Cement Marketing Company Limited.

Between 1937-39, Tecton developed an Air Raid Shelter Plan for Finsbury which
was published as 'Planned A.R.P. Based on the investigation of structural
protection against air attack in the Metropolitan Borough of Finsbury' by TECTON
Architects (London: The Architectural Press, 1939). Tecton was dissolved in 1947
and the following year Lubetkin joined Francis Skinner and Douglas Bailey in a
new partnership - Skinner, Bailey & Lubetkin.

Worked in
UK
Works

Architectural projects by Tecton included several buildings for London Zoo,
including the Gorilla House, the Penguin Pool, a refreshment bar and the Elephant
House (1932-37), two houses at Whipsnade Zoo in Bedfordshire (1933-36), High
Point | and Il Flats in Highgate, London (1933-35, 1936-38), buildings for Dudley
Zoo in Dudley, Worcestershire (1936-37), Finsbury Health Centre in Finsbury,
London (1938) and the Spa Green housing estate in Finsbury, London (mid-
1940s).
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