Denby, Elizabeth Marian 1894 - 1965

Elizabeth Marian Denby was born Elsie Marian Denby [1] in Bradford, Yorkshire,
England on 20 May 1894 [2] and was the daughter of Walter Denby (1861-1944),
a medical doctor, and Clara Emma Denby (née Bassett, 1868-1961).

She studied social science and administration at the London School of Economics
in 1916-17, and then worked at the Ministry of Labour from 1917 to 1921. From
1923 to 1925 she was engaged in co-ordinating volunteer work in Kensington,
London. Between 1925 and 1933 she was employed as organizing secretary of
the Kensington Housing Association, where she was involved in various urban
renewal schemes.

In 1933 she was awarded a Leverhulme fellowship grant to study rehousing
schemes in eight European countries. This led to the publication of her book
Europe Rehoused (1933). In the early 1930s she teamed up with the architect
Edwin Maxwell Fry (1899-1987) in the design of affordable flats including Sassoon
House in Peckham, London (1934), and Kensal House in Ladbroke Grove, London
(1938).

Denby also collaborated with Noel Carrington (1895-1989) in organising the
exhibition 'Living in Houses' held in London in May 1942 and on 27 March 1943
gave a talk entitled 'The Homes We Want' at the National Gallery in London.

In 1936 she founded the shop House Furnishing Ltd, in London, which supplied
furnishing fabrics and fittings for the home.


https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/denby-elizabeth-marian
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/fry-edwin-maxwell

Her address was given as 95 Great Horton Road Bradford Yorkshire in 1901 and
1911; and 11 Princes St W, Mayfair, City of Westminster, London in 1939. She
died in Hythe, Kent on 3 November 1965

[1] Her name is given as Elsie Marian Denby in the England & Wales, Civil
Registration Birth Index, the 1901 England and Wales Census, and in her probate
record. Her middle name is often incorrectly given as Marion

[2] Her date of birth is incorrectly given as 20 May 1899 in the National Register
1939
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