Ayrton, Ormond Maxwell 1874 - 1960

Ormrod Maxwell Ayrton [commonly known as Maxwell Ayrton] was born in
Chester, Cheshire, England on 1 April 1874. He was articled to architect Harry
Beswick of Chester, England (1890-94) and remained as his assistant (1894-97).
He then worked as an assistant to William Alfred Pite (1860-1949) and to Edwin
Landseer Lutyens (1897-99). During these years he also attended the South
Kensington Schools in London.

In 1899 Ayrton opened his own independent office in London and in 1903
qualified as an architect. From 1905 onwards he was in partnership in London
with John William Simpson (1858-1933) as Simpson & Ayrton. Most of Ayrton's
most significant work was done with Simpson.

The Simpson & Ayrton partnership was dissolved in 1928 and Ayrton continued in
independent practice. He was elected an Associate of the Royal Institute of
British Architects (ARIBA) in 1903 and a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British
Architects (FRIBA) in 1925. Between 1899-1939 he exhibited at the Royal
Academy in London and at the Royal Scottish Academy in Edinburgh. He lived in
London for much of his working life and died in Hampstead, Middlesex [now
London] on 18 February 1960.

Worked in
UK
Works
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Projects by Ayrton and the Simpson & Ayrton partnership included extensions to
Haileybury College in Hertfordshire and Lancing College in Sussex; the British
Government Pavilion and other buildings at the British Empire Exhibition 1924-25
(including Wembley Stadium, originally known as the Empire Stadium); Tuke
Buildings, Bedford College for Women in Regent's Park, London; new buildings for
the National Institute for Medical Research in Mill Hill, London; The Tythings,
premises for Messrs Kay in Worcester; new offices for the Presbyterian Church in
Cheam and Bloomsbury, London; consulting architect for bridges at Twickenham,
Lea Valley, Barking Creek, Wanford, Findhorn, Spey, etc.; and various domestic
and farm buildings.

Ayrton also designed 'Mirror Grange', a massive dolls house for the 'Daily Mirror'
newspaper, 'built' in 1927. The house was created as a 'home' for the
newspaper's cartoon strip characters 'Pip, Squeak & Wilfred and toured Britain to
raise money for charity.

For additional architectural work by Maxwell Ayrton see Historic England [link
below]
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