
Woodward, Benjamin 1815 - 1861 

Benjamin Woodward was born in Tullamore, Kerry, Ireland on 16 November 1815.
By the early 1830s he had moved to Dublin.  He was articled to the engineer and
surveyor William Stokes in Dublin from 1833 to c.1839 and remained with him as
his assistant until c.1841.  By the mid-1840s Woodward had begun working as an
architect and in 1851 he joined the Cork architects Thomas Deane (1792-1871)
and his son, Thomas Newenham Deane (1828-1899) in partnership. The practice
was formally known as Sir Thomas Deane Knt., Son and Woodward, but more
commonly as Deane & Woodward.   In  1853 they opened an office in Dublin at 3
Upper Merrion Street, and an office in London in 1855. They closed closed the
office in Cork in c.1857.

From 1853, Deane & Woodward was effectively run by Woodward and T. N.
Deane. It would appear that T. N. Deane ran the Dublin office while Woodward
was more involved in the London office, and in managing projects in England.
These included the the Oxford University Museum; the Oxford Union (1856-57)
and the Crown Life Office (1856-57) in London.

As a result of his work in Oxford, Woodward became associated with members of
the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood including Dante Gabriel Rossetti, William Morris,
Edward Burne-Jones whom he persuaded to decorate the interior of the Union
with murals.  

Woodward had suffered with tuberculosis for a number of years and in December
1860 he travelled to the South of France for reasons of his health. While returning
to Dublin he collapsed and subsequently died at a hotel in Lyon on 15 May 1861.
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See: Dictionary of Irish Architects 1720-1940 - Works by Deane & Woodward
1853-1861 [link below]

Bibliography

Blau, Eve. Ruskinian Gothoc: the Architecture of Deane & Woodward 1845-1861.
Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1982

https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/woodward-benjamin
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/deane-thomas
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/deane-thomas-newenham


Directory of British Architects 1834-1914. Compiled by Antonia Brodie, et al.
Volume 2: L-Z. London; New York: British Architectural Library, Royal Institute of
British Architects/Continuum, 2001

‘Obituary’. Dublin Builder 1 July 1861 p. 563

‘Obituary’ . Journal of the Royal Institute of British Architects 1861-62 p. 12

O'Dwyer, Frederick. The Architecture of Deane and Woodward. Cork: Cork
University Press, 1997

Links
• Dictionary of Irish Architects 1720-1940 - Works by Deane & Woodward 1853-
1861 https://www.dia.ie/architects/view/1436/DEANE-
son%26WOODWARD#tab_works
• Dictionary of Irish Architects 1720-1940
https://www.dia.ie/architects/view/4890/WOODWARD-BENJAMIN
• Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Woodward

https://www.dia.ie/architects/view/1436/DEANE-son%26WOODWARD#tab_works
https://www.dia.ie/architects/view/1436/DEANE-son%26WOODWARD#tab_works
https://www.dia.ie/architects/view/4890/WOODWARD-BENJAMIN
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Woodward

