
Howard, Frank Ernest 1888 - 1934 

Frank Ernest Howard [commonly known as F. E. Howard] was born in Oxford,
Oxfordshire, England on 28 September 1888 and was a pupil of John Ninian
Comper (1864-1960). He subsequently practised as an architect and craftsman in
Oxford and specialised in the design and restoration of ecclesiastical furnishings
and interiors, a subject on which he wrote extensively. He collaborated with the
wood carver Frederick Herbert Crossley (1868-1955) who was also an authority on
Medieval English architecture, church furnishings and also timberwork, in writing
'English Church Woodwork: a Study in Craftsmanship during the Mediaeval Period
A.D. 1250–1550 (London: Batsford, 1917), a seminal book on the subject.

Much of Howard's work as a craftsman was done under the auspices of the
Warham Guild, an Anglican organization of craftsmen and artisans founded in
London in 1912.

During the years following World War One he received numerous commissions to
design or contribute to the design of war memorials including for Radclive-cum-
Chackmore, Buckinghamshire (1919); Cassington, Oxfordshire (1919); Northmoor,
Oxfordshire (1919); Balsham, South Cambridgeshire (1919); Adelstrop,
Gloucestershire (1920); Headington Quarry, Oxfordshire (1920); Cherwell,
Oxfordshire (1920); Long Melford, Suffolk (1920); Bagshot, Surrey (1920);
Cathedral, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk (c.1920); Stowlangtoft,, Suffolk (c.1920);
Stanton Harcourt, Oxfordshire (1921); Minster Lovell, Oxfordshire (1921).

His address was given as 24 Polstead Road, Oxford in 1911 and 1933 and
Polstead Boar Hill, Oxford in 1933 and 1934. He died in Oxford on 15 April 1934

A biographical file on Frank Ernest Howard is available on request at the Enquiry
Desk, Royal Institute of British Architects Library, London

Worked in
UK
Bibliography

Directory of British Architects 1834-1914. Compiled by Antonia Brodie, et al.
Volume 1: A-K. London; New York: British Architectural Library, Royal Institute of
British Architects/Continuum, 2001

https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/howard-frank-ernest
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/comper-john-ninian
https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/comper-john-ninian


Links
• British Listed Buildings - 23 entries https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/site-
search/?q=%22F%20E%20Howard%22
• Historic England - Frank Ernest Howard Collection
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/photos/collection/HOW01
• Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frank_Ernest_Howard
• Victoria & Albert Museum, London
https://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O732318/pierced-tracery-panels-on-the-
architectural-drawing-frank-ernest-howard/
• Sussex Parish Churches. Architects & Artists H [scoll down to name]
https://sussexparishchurches.org/architectsandartistsh/
• Imagining the Bible in Wales Database
http://imagingthebible.llgc.org.uk//object/2334
• Stained Glass in Buckinghamshire Churches
https://www.buckschurches.uk/glass/craftsman.php?craftsmanid=54
• Wikimedia Commons
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Frank_Ernest_Howard
• Lambeth Palace Library. Database of Manuscripts and Archives
https://archives.lambethpalacelibrary.org.uk/CalmView/Record.aspx?src=CalmView.Catalog&id=ICBS/FILE/09445ff33-
53
• RIBA https://www.ribapix.com/st-edmund-southwold-suffolk-the-nave-seen-from-
the-font_riba6842
• ART UK https://artuk.org/discover/artworks/war-memorial-266732
• flickr - cover of the font of St Edmundsbury Cathedral
https://www.flickr.com/photos/paullew/33199884121
• Headington History
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