
Brydon, John McKean 1839 - 1901 

John McKean Brydon was born in Dunfermline, Scotland on 19 June 1839 and was
articled to William Hardie Hay (1813?-1901) and James Murdoch Hay (1823?-
1918) in Liverpool from 1856 to 1860.  He then worked as an assistant to David
Bryce (1803-1876) in Edinburgh from 1860 to 1863; to Campbell Douglas (1828-
1910) and John James Stevenson (1831-1908) in Glasgow from 1863 to 1866; to
William Eden Nesfield (1835-1888); and to Richard Norman Shaw (1831-1912) of
Nesfield & Shaw in London from 1863 to 1871.  

Brydon commenced independent practice as an architect in London in 1871. In
1880 he formed a partnership with William Wallace (c.1845-?) as Brydon &
Wallace. The partnership was short-lived and appears to have been dissolved
within months. Brydon subsequently practiced alone.

Among Brydon's architectural pupils were Rhoda Garrett (1841-1882) and her
cousin Agnes Garrett (1845-1935) who in 1875 established the first female-run
interior design practice in Britain.  Agnes Garrett was the sister of Elizabeth
Garrett Anderson (1836–1917) and it is probably through her that Brydon
received commissions from Dr Elizabeth Garrett Anderson to design the New
Hospital for Women in Euston Road, London and School of Medicine for Women in
Handel Street, London.

In addition to his work as an architect, Brydon also designed furniture and in 1869
became a partner in Cottier & Co., a decorating firm, which took as its inspiration
the ideas on design espoused by William Morris.

https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/brydon-john-mckean


Brydon was elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects (FRIBA) in
1881. He died at his home, 31 Steeles Road, Hampstead, London, on 25 May
1901.

A biographical file on John McKean Brydon is available on request from the
Enquiry Desk, Royal Institute of British Architects Library, London

Worked in
UK
Works

A studio for the painter James Tissot (1836-1902) in Haverstock Hill, London
(1870s); additions to St Peter’s Hospital, Henrietta Street, Covent Garden, London
(1880-84); a house in Pickhurst, Chiddingford, Surrey (1885-89) for himself;
additions to Chelsea Vestry Hall in London (1885-87);  the New Hospital for
Women in Euston Road, London (1889-90) for Dr Elizabeth Garrett Anderson;
Chelsea Library (1889); Chelsea Public Library and Polytechnic, Manresa Road,
Chelsea, London (1891-95); the School of Medicine for Women in Handel Street
(1897-1900) for Dr Elizabeth Garrett Anderson;  

Between 1891 and 1898 he worked on a number of architectural projects in Bath.
These included the municipal buildings, technical schools, Victoria Art Gallery and
Library, Pump Room extensions, and remodelling of the old Roman baths.

In 1898 Brydon began work on Government offices on Great George Street,
London. Following Brydon's death the project was completed by Sir Henry Tanner
(1876-1947).
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