Sheppard, Richard Herbert 1910 - 1982

Richard Herbert Sheppard [commonly known as Richard Sheppard] was born in
Bristol, Gloucestershire, England on 2 July 1910. He began his training as an
architect as an architect at the at the Royal West of England Academy in Bristol.
While at the Academy he contracted poliomyelitis and was forced to spend two
years in hospital and lost the use of his legs. Undeterred, he moved to London
and continued his training at the Architectural Association School. He was
awarded the AA Diploma and was elected an Associate of the Royal Institute of
British Architects (ARIBA).

While at the AA School he met Jean Shufflebotham (1911-1974) [subsequently
Jean Sheppard]. They they married in 1938 and that year formed the
architectural practice Richard Sheppard & Partners in London. During World War
Two, both taught at the AA School which had been evacuated to Mount House in
Hadley Common, Barnet.

Following the war, the couple returned to private practice in London.

In 1949 Geoffrey Robson (1918-1991) became a partner in the practice and in
1958 the name of the firm was changed to Richard Sheppard, Robson & Partners
[later Sheppard Robson].

Richard Sheppard a member a member of the MARS. Modern Architectural
Research Group. He was elected a an Associate of the Royal Academy (ARA) in
1966 and a Royal Academician (RA) in 1972. In 1981 he was knighted for his
services to architecture. He died in Hertford on 18 December 1982.
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Richard Sheppard & Partners and Richard Sheppard, Robson & Partners
specialised in the design of educational buildings and subsequently designed
some eighty schools. During the 1960s and 1970s the practice designed several
university and college buildings including for Manchester Polytechnic and Imperial
College, London, and at Loughborough (1961-66), Leicester, Brunel (1968-73),
the City of London (1969-70). Their most admired building in this field is Churchill
College, Cambridge, designed in 1959

Other works by the practice included shipyard buildings for Swan Hunter on the
River Tyne (1950); a large shopping centre at Wood Green, north London; and
office buildings in the City of London. Some twenty buildings designed by the
practice received architectural awards.
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