
Smirke, Sydney 1797 - 1877 

Sydney Smirke was born in London, England on 20 December 1797 and baptized
on 14 January 1798. He trained as an architect under his brother, Robert Smirke
(1780-1877). He also attended the Royal Academy Schools in London where he
was awarded the RA gold medal in 1819. In 1820 he visited what is now Italy.
Following his return to England he embarked on a career as an architect.  From
1828 to 1832 he was Clerk of Works at St. James's Palace. He was also Surveyor
of the Inner Temple.  He was elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British
Architects (FRIBA) in 1844, and in 1860 was awarded the RIBA Gold Medal.

He is estimated to have worked on about eighty architectural commissions. These
ranged from private mansions in Suffolk early in his career, a juvenile reformatory
at Parkhurst on the Isle of Wight, to the project for which he is probably best
known, the Round Reading-Room at the British Museum, London.

He was elected an Associate of the Royal Academy (ARA) in 1847 and a full
Academician (RA) in 1859.  From 1860 to 1865 he was Professor of Architecture
at the Royal Academy.  He died in Frant, near Tunbridge Wells, Kent, on 8
December 1877.

A biographical file on Sydney Smirke is available on request at the Enquiry Desk,
Royal Institute of British Architects Library, London

Worked in
UK
Works

https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/smirke-sydney


Alterations to Bridewell Hospital, Blackfriars, London (1829); Custom House,
Shoreham, Sussex (1830); Library, Wroxton Abbey, Worcestershire (c.1830);
Custom House, Gloucester (c.1830); alterations to Clumber Park, near Worksop,
Nottinghamshire (c.1832); additions to Blackwall, Northiam, Sussex (1832-42);
reconstruction of the Oxford  Street Pantheon in London (1833-34); Gunsbury
PPark, Ealing, Middlesex (1834); restoration of Westminster Hall, London (1834-
37); Medway Bathing Establishment, Rochester, Kent (1835); façade of Oxford
and Cambridge Club, London (1835-38); Custom House, Bristol (1936); St. Mary,
Northiam, Sussex (1837); Thornton Hall, Suffolk (c. 1837); The Rocks, Uckfield,
Sussex (1938); Holy Trinity, Leicester (1838); extensions to Bedlam Hospital,
Southwark (1838-46); Custom House, Newcastle upon Tyne (c.1840); restoration
of Temple Church, London (1840-43); restoration of Yorek Minster (1840-45); St.
Mary the Virgin, Andover, Hampshire (1840-46); alterations to Knowsley Hall,
Lancashire (1842); Holy Trinity church, Bickerstaffe, Lancashire (1842-43);
reconstruction of Luton Hoo, Bedfordshire (1843); Morning Post offices, Wellington
Street, Stand, London (1843-44); Reformatory, Isle of Wight (1843-44);
Conservative Club, London, with George Basevi (1843-45); Holy Trinity, Penrhos,
Montgomeryshire, Wales (1844); Rectory, Halsall, near Ormskirk, Lancashire
(1844-45); additions to Edmond Castle, Cumberland (1844-46); Portrait Gallery,
Drayton Manor, Staffordshire (1844-48); Mausoleum for Thomas Frewen Turner,
St. Mary's, Northiam, Sussex (1844-66); , School, Eastmor, Hertfordshire (c.1845);
Carltion Club, Pall Mall, London (1845-56); St. John the Baptist, Loughton, Essex
(1846); alterations to St. Mary, Battle, Sussex (c.1846); Assembly Rooms, hotel
and Atheneum, Bury, Lancashire (1845-47); Hunting box, Barleythorpe, Rutland
(1847); extension to Paper Buildings, Inner Temple, London (1847-48); parsonage,
Burscough, near Ormskirk, Lancashire (1848); St. Mary, Theydon Bois, Essex
(1850); Christ Church, Folkestone, Jent (1850); St. James church, Wesathead, near
Lathom, Lancashire (1850-51); School House, Oakham, Rutland (1850-55);
Grammar School, Tamworth (1851); Kensington Palace Gardens, London (1852-
54); Brookwood Cemetery, near Woking, Surrey (1854-56); Round Reading Room
at the British Museum, London (1854-57); Christ Church, Teales, Lancashire
(1855); 20 Irish Street, Whitehaven, Cumberland (1856)Dr. Johnson's Buildings,
Inner Temple, London (1857-58); Parsonage, Treales, Lancashire (1858); Galleries
of the Horticultural Society, Kensington (1859-62); Burlington House - Academy
Schools and Exhibition Galleries (1859-74); reconstruction of Lambton Castle, Co.
Durham (1862); steps and lower library, Radcliffe Camera, Oxford (1863-64); King
Edward's School, Witley, Surrey (1867); and Inner Temple Hall, London (1867-70).
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