Hill, Daniel Rowlinson 1809 - 1857

Daniel Rowlinson Hill was born at St. Martin's, Islington, Birmingham,
Warwickshire, England on 12 June 1809. Nothing is known about his early
education. In 1829 he was articled to the Birmingham architect Thomas Rickman
(1776-1841). By 1833 he identified as an architect and was living at 4 Bennett's
Hill, Birmingham [source: ancestry.com]. In 1834 he set up his own architectural
practice in an office in Union Passage, Birmingham. In the 1850s he took William
Martin (1828-1900) into partnership as Hill & Martin. In the 1840s he began to
specialise in the design of prisons which he built in various parts of the country.

Hill was a member of the Birmingham Architectural Society and its first President.
His address was given as Camden Villa, Warstone Lane, Birmingham in 1850; and
5 Lees Drive, Warstone Road, Birmingham in 1851. He died at 39 Frederick
Street, Birmingham on 1 May 1857. Following his death William Martin continued
the practice until 1864.

Obituary of Daniel Rowlinson Hill in The Civil Engineer and Architectural Journal
vol. 20, no. 279, June 1857 p. 201:

"On the 15th ult, Mr. Daniel Rowlinson Hill, borough architect of Birmingham.
Among his principal works are the borough gaol and lunatic asylum at
Birmingham. He had largely distinguished himself in the erection of prisons. The
Surrey gaol was his work; he was also engaged to erect the county prison at
Lewes; and, at the time of his death, he and his partner, Mr. W. Martin, were
employed in designing or executing several of these important buildings in
various parts of England. The Birmingham Architectural Society, at its annual
meeting since held, resolved "that, in consequence of the respected member and
first president of the society, Mr. Hill, all the business of the meeting should be
postponed, and the members should manifest their respect by attending the
funeral”.

Worked in
UK
Works

Works by Hill and his practice included St. Jame's Church, Mere Green, Sutton
Coldfield (1834-35); St. Luke's National School for Boys and Girls, St. Luke's Road,
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Edgbaston (1843); St. Luke's Infant School, St. Luke's Road, Edgbaston (1844); All
Saints National School, All Saints Street, Lodge Road, Hockley (1844); St. John the
Evangelist Church, Walmley, Sutton Coldfield (1845); Birmingham Borough Gaol,
Winson Green (1845-49; and additions, 1851-53, 18953-57, and 1855-59); 12
Carpenter Road, Edgbasdton (1846); Licensed Victuallers' Asylum, Bristol Road,
Birmingham (1848); Public Baths, Kent Street, Birmingham (1848; and extensions
1851-52, and a new boiler house 1853); Surrey County Gaol, Wndsworth (1849-
51, and additions 1857-60); East Sussex County Gaol. Lewes (1850-53); Additions
to Borough Surveyor's Office, Moor Street, Birmingham (1852); Police Station,
Duke Street, Birmingham (1853); Corporation Stables, Park Street, Birmingham
(1853); Machine House, Bordesley Wharf, Birmingham (1853); Warwick County
Gaol, Warwick (1853-60); and Cardiff County Gaol, Cardiff, with William Martin
(1854-57). [Source: ‘Daniel Rowlinson Hill" pp.60-61].
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Links

* The National Archives
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/c/F58777

» Historic England - Lewes Prison, Lewes, East Sussex
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/10438927?section=official-
list-entry

» Historic England - Church of St. John the Evangelist, Walmley Road, Birmingham
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1343300

* British Listed Buildings - Church of St John the Evangelist, Sutton Coldfield,
Birmingham https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101343300-church-of-st-john-the-
evangelist-sutton-coldfield

* British Listed Buildings - Gatehouse to Her Majesties Prison, Soho, Birmingham
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101343169-gatehouse-to-her-majesties-prison-
soho-ward

* British Listed Buildings - Wandsworth Prison Prison Governor's House
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101065534-wandsworth-prison-prison-
governors-house-south-east-of-main-gate-wandsworth-common-ward
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* British Listed Buildings - Lewes Prison, Lewes, East Sussex
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101043892-lewes-prison-lewes

* British Listed Buildings - All Saints Hospital, Soho, Birmingham
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101375351-all-saints-hospital-soho-ward

* British Listed Buildings - Wandsworth Prison Gatehouse, Wandsworth Common,
London https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/101184184-wandsworth-prison-
gatehouse-wandsworth-common-ward
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