
Arcon 1943 - ? 

Arcon was an architectural firm established in Britain in 1943 by George Edric
Neel (1914-1952), Raglan Squire (1912-2004) and Rodney Thomas (1912-2003). 
They were joined later that year by Arthur Middleton Gear (1911-1995).  During
the 1940s Arcon was at the fore of architectural firms that developed
prefabricated buildings to meet the post-war housing need.

The company designed several stands for the ‘Building Exhibition' at Olympia in
London in November 1947 including those for ICI, B. Finch & Co. Ltd., Ascot Gas
Water Heaters Ltd., Celotex Ltd. and Williams & Williams. They also designed a
stand for Frigidaire at the 1950 Ideal Home Exhibition.   

In the late 1940s and early 1950s Arcon, in collaboration with Taylor Woodrow
Construction, also designed a range of 'demountable' furniture for the Oveseas
Food Corporation. The furniture was made using hardwood from Tanganyika. A
photograph of 'demountable' furniture in muninga designed for the Overseas
Food Corporation by Arcon in collaboration with Taylor Woodrow Construction Ltd.
is illustrated in 'Decorative Art' 1951-52 (p.34).

Squire left the practice 1948 to work in Rangoon. Thomas was responsible for the
deign of the Transport Pavilion at the Festival of Britain 1951.
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Links
• Prefab Museum. One Arcon story
https://www.prefabmuseum.uk/content/history/one-arcon-story
• Engineering timelines. Arcon prefabricated housing site, exhibition site of
http://www.engineering-timelines.com/scripts/engineeringItem.asp?id=967
• Debden Hisory 50 Years On. The Arcon Prefab
https://m.debdenhistory.vpweb.co.uk/The-Arcon-Prefab.html
• YouTube. 1950s Arcon Prefab House. The first plat pack homes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bCRxBH7MG4s
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