
Sumner, Heywood 1853 - 1940 

George Heywood Maunoir Sumner [commonly known as Heywood Sumner] was
born in Old Alresford, near Winchester, Hampshire, England, on 14 October 1853.
After graduating in 1874 from Christ Church, Oxford, where he read classics and
modern history, he trained for the law and was called to the bar in 1879, but
never practised.

In the late 1870s he shared lodgings with the art metalwork designer William
Arthur Smith Benson, who introduced him to the Arts and Crafts movement.  This
seems to have decided Sumner to abandon law and instead pursued art as a
career.  His first work as an artist was a series of etchings for two books - The
Itchen Valley from Tichbourne to Southampton (1881) and The Avon from Naseby
to Tewkesbury (1882). He subsequently illustrated other books. He also worked as
a decorative artist, designing stained glass, tapestries, mosaics, textiles and
wallpapers.  

In the mid-1880s Sumner experimented with sgraffito, at first decorating the
plasterwork of the houses of friends and relatives, and later applying the
technique to several churches. Among the best example was at St Paul's Church,
Winchester in 1903-04. Unfortunately, his work was plastered over in 1962.  A
small area of the work has since been uncovered and restored.

From 1884, Sumner was associated with the Century Guild and was one of the
founders of the Arts and Crafts Exhibition Society, participating in their first
exhibition in  1888. He was also a founder member of the Art Workers Guild in
1884 and was Master of the AWG in 1894.  

https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/sumner-heywood
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In the 1890’s Sumner was instrumental in establishing the Fitzroy Picture Society,
formed by a group and Arts and Crafts designers whose aim was to get away from
some of the elitist attitudes of the Arts and Crafts movement and in doing so
introduce its beauty to the masses.

Sumner made one foray into architecture - Cuckoo Hill, a house he designed and
built for himself at Cockoo Hill near South Gorley and Fordingbridge in Hampshire.
He lived in the house from 1904 until his death 36 years later.  He wrote an
account of the building of the house in his book The Book of Gorley (1910).

In his latter years, Sumner devoted most of activities to archaeology and wrote a
number of publications on the subject. He was also a collector of local folk songs.
He died at Cuckoo Hill, near Fordingbridge, Hampshire, on 21 December 1940
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Cuckoo Hill, a house he designed and built for himself and his family at Cockoo
Hill near South Gorley and Fordingbridge in Hampshire, completed in 1904

Bibliography

Armstrong, Barrie and Armstrong, Wendy. The Arts and Crafts movement in the
North East of England: a handbook. Wetherby, England: Oblong Creative Ltd.,
2013

Armstrong, Barrie and Armstrong, Wendy. The Arts and Crafts movement in the
North West of England: a handbook. Wetherby, England: Oblong Creative Ltd.,
2006

Barbour, Heywood. ‘Heywood Sumner - a very private person’. Hatcher Review
vol. 3, no. 29, 1990 pp. 438-448

Bassett, Richard. ‘A legal training but an etcher's eye: Heywood Sumner (1853-
1940)’. Country Life vol. 164, no. 4238, 28 September 1978 pp. 886-887.

Button, Roger.  Arts and Crafts Churches of Great Britain: Architects, Craftsmen
and Patrons. Settle, North Yorkshire: 2QT Ltd. (Publishing) Ltd., 2020

Cunliffe, Barry W. Heywood Sumner's Wessex. Wimborne, Dorset : Roy Gasson
Associates, 1985



Gray, A. Stuart. Edwardian architecture: a biographical dictionary.  London: Gerald
Duckworth & Co., Ltd., 1985

Hamilton, Alec. Arts & Crafts Churches. London: Lund Humphries, 2020

Heywood Sumner, Artist and Archaeologist 1853-1940. Edited by Margot Coatts
and Elizabeth Lewis. Winchester, Hampshire: Winchester City Museum, 1986

‘Orthodox Cathedral returned to glory, The Cathedral of the Dormition,
Kensington, London’. Church Building no. 101, September/October 2006 pp. 10-
15. [A report on the restoration of the Cathedral of the Dormition, Kensington
[formerly the Parish Church of All Saints), London. including Heywood Sumner’s
sgraffito, by Richard Griffiths Architects] mosaics

Prior, E. S., et al. ‘Decorative plaster-work.’ Prior, E. S., et al. ‘Decorative plaster-
work.’ Royal Institute of British Architects. Transactions 2nd series vol. 7,
1890/1891, pp. 69-92, plates iv-v. [Sgraffito, by Heywood Sumner, pp 84-86]

Steenson, Marton. ‘Heywood Sumner’. Studies in Illustration (Imaginative Book
Illustration Society) no. 74, Spring 2020 pp. 8-14, 36

Strachey, Sally. ‘Fresh life refreshed.’ Cornertone vol. 28, no. 3, 2007, pp. 39-41
[A report on the restoration sgraffito panels at the church of St Mary, Llanfair
Kilgeddin on the river Usk]

Sumner, Heywood. The Book of Gorley. Southampton: Henry March Gilbert & Son,
1910

White, Gleeson. ‘The work of Heywood Sumner’. The Studio vol. 13, no. 61, April
1898 pp. 153-163

Links
• Jane Barbour, ‘Sumner, (George) Heywood Maunoir (1853–1940)’, rev. Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography, Oxford University Press, 2004; online edn, Sept
2012 [Subscription service] http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/38033
• Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heywood_Sumner
• Artist Biographies [Subscription service]
http://www.artbiogs.co.uk/1/artists/sumner-george-heywood-maunoir
• Mapping the Practice and Profession of Sculpture in Britain & Ireland 1851-1951
https://sculpture.gla.ac.uk/mapping/public/view/person.php?id=msib2_1209418144&search=sumner
• artnet http://www.artbiogs.co.uk/1/artists/sumner-george-heywood-maunoir
• St. Barbe Museum + Art Gallery https://www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/sites/22/2021/05/Heywood-Sumner-1.pdf

http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/article/38033
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heywood_Sumner
http://www.artbiogs.co.uk/1/artists/sumner-george-heywood-maunoir
https://sculpture.gla.ac.uk/mapping/public/view/person.php?id=msib2_1209418144&search=sumner
http://www.artbiogs.co.uk/1/artists/sumner-george-heywood-maunoir
https://www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2021/05/Heywood-Sumner-1.pdf
https://www.stbarbe-museum.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2021/05/Heywood-Sumner-1.pdf


• National Art Library Catalogue https://nal-
vam.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=Heywood%20Sumner&clusterResults=false&groupVariantRecords=false
• The Besom Maker. A Look at Heywood Sumner's folksong collection
https://www.mustrad.org.uk/articles/sumner.htm

https://nal-vam.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=Heywood%20Sumner&clusterResults=false&groupVariantRecords=false
https://nal-vam.on.worldcat.org/search?queryString=Heywood%20Sumner&clusterResults=false&groupVariantRecords=false
https://www.mustrad.org.uk/articles/sumner.htm

