Spence, Thomas Ralph 1845 - 1918

Thomas Ralph Spence [sometimes known as T.R. Spence] was born in West
Gilling, near Richmond, Yorkshire, England in 1845. Although he trained as an
architect, he only completed a few architectural commissions. These included
Jesmond Church in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and the interior of All Saints Church in
Ennismore Gardens, London. Spence primarily worked as a painter, metalworker
and wallpaper designer.

He painted landscapes and classical scenes in the style of Sir Lawrence Alma-
Tadema and between 1882 and 1916 exhibited at the Royal Academy, the Fine
Art Society, Baillie Gallery, the Grosvenor Gallery, the New Gallery, and the Royal
Society of British Artists in London; the Royal Society of Artists in Birmingham; the
Walker Art Gallery in Liverpool; the Manchester City Art Gallery; the Royal
Scottish Academy in Edinburgh; and the Glasgow Institute of the Fine Arts. He
also participated in the exhibitions of the Arts & Crafts Exhibition Society
exhibitions in London between 1888 and 1910.

Decorations designed by Spence for St. George's Church in Jesmond, Newcastle-
upon-Tyne are discussed in The Journal of Decorative Art vol.16, no.2, February
1896 (pp.43-44). He was also responsible for decorative paintings in Manchester
Cathedral.

He designed wallpaper for Essex & Co. 'Syon', a wallpaper he designed for Essex
& Co. is illustrated in 'The Studio Yearbook of Decorative Art' 1906 (p.130).

Spence lived in Newcastle-upon-Tyne in 1882; London in 1890); North Shields in
1897; 28 Newman Street, London in 1902 and 1905; 8 Windsor Road, Denmark
Hill, London in 1912; and 214 Croydon Road, Beckenham, Kent, in 1915 and
1917. He died in Bromley, Kent [now London] on 12 April 1918.

Examples of Spence's wallpaper designs are in the permanent collection of the
Victoria & Albert Museum in London.
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