Frankel, Rudolf 1901 - 1974

Rudolf Frankel [also known as Rudolf Fraenkel, and as Rudolph Frankel] was born
in Neisse [now Nysa], Poland, on 14 June 1901 and was the son of Louis Frankel,
an architect. After leaving school, his further education was interrupted by the
outbreak of World War One in which he served in the Luftstreitkrafte (Imperial
German Air Force). With the war over, he enrolled at the Technische Hochschule
in Berlin - Charlottenburg in 1918 where he trained as an architect until 1922.
From 1922 to 1924 he worked in the office of Richard Riemerschmid in Munich
and with Gustav Hart in Berlin. He then opened his own office in Berlin.

His first substantial commission was a housing and entertainment complex
named “Gartenstadt Atlantic", which is considered a prime example of Neues
Bauen. He was soon recognised as a rising star among German architects and his
work was wide covered in the German and international architectural press.

In 1925 he became a member of the Bund Deutscher Architekten (BDA) and the
following year he joined the Deutscher Werkbund.

When the National Socialists came to power in Germany in 1933, effectively he
was banned from practising as an architect because he was Jewish. In the
summer of that year he moved to Bucharest, Romania where he continued to
work as an architect until 1937 when he moved to England. He settled in London
and became an active member of the émigré community. He was also able to
continue working as an architect, although at the outbreak of World War Two, he
was briefly interned as a potential enemy alien. In 1943 he was a founder
member of the "Circle", a group of German and Austrian Architects and Engineers
and in 1945 became a member of the Architects for the Redevelopment of
Distressed Areas. 1948 he was elected a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British
Architects (FRIBA).


https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/frankel-rudolf

In 1950 Frankel emigrated to the USA where he remained for the rest of his
career as an architect. From 1950 to 1968 he taught at Miami University in
Oxford, Ohio

He died in Oxford, Ohio, on 23 April 1974.

A biographical file on Rudolf Frankel is available at the Enquiry Desk, Royal
Institute of British Architects Library, London.

Worked in
UK
Works

Notable architectural projects by Frankel in Germany included the Gartenstadt
Atlantic complex in Berlin-Gesundbrunnen (1924-28); a residential development
at Emser Straflse 14-17a in Berlin-Wilmersdorf (1926); the residence of the film
director Gabriel Levy (1881-1965) at Silberberger Stralle 29a in Bad Saarow
(1926-28); the Honig residential complex at BellermannstraRe 72-78,
Gesundbrunnen, Berlin (1927); the Lichtburg cinema at Gartenstadt, Berlin-
Gesundbrunnen (1927-29); one- and two-family houses in the garden city of
Frohnau in Berlin-Frohnau (1927-30); the Ruhr bridge in Schwerte-Westhofen
(1928); a two-family house at Warnemunder Stralse 28a/b in Berlin-Dahlem
(1929); the Lange housing complex in Bad Saarow (1929-32); an apartment
building at Grieser Platz in Berlin-Halensee (1930); the Leuchtturm Restaurant at
Friedrichstrale 138 in Berlin-Mitte (1930-31); a residential development at
Stadtpark Schoneberg in Berlin-Schoneberg (1930-32); the Stern residence in in
Schmolz, near Breslau (1931-32); and the renovation of the Albert Schumann
Theatre in Frankfurt am Main (1932-33).

Architectural projects by Frankel in Romania included the Pop residential building
at Caragiale 9, Bucharest (1933-34); a steel works in Otelu Rosu (1934); the
Adriatica Asigurarea building in Bucharest (1933-35); a silk-weaving mill near
Bucharest (1934-36); the Teatrul de Comedie (Komodien-Theater) in Buchest
(1935-36); the Scala Cinema in Bucharest (1935-37); the Malaxa apartment
building in Bucharest (1935-37); and the Flavian house in Bucharest (1936-37).

Architectural projects by Frankel in England included the Rachwalsky House in the
Home Counties for his sister and her husband and a house for himself in London
(1937-38); and a private residence in Stanmore, near London (1949). Between
1941 and 1950 he also designed industrial buildings for E. H. Jones (Machine
Tools) Ltd. in Kingsbury, London; Suflex Ltd.; Sotex Ltd. in Congleton, Cheshire;



and Luralda Ltd. in London.

During his years in the USA Frankel focused almost exclusively on city planning
and teaching. He was appointed Planner-in-Charge for Ohio, and worked as
consultant for the Public Housing Administration.
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» Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudolf Fr%C3%A4nkel

» Wikipedia [Text in German] https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rudolf Fr%eC3%A4nkel
e [SCRIBD] https://www.scribd.com/document/430547056/r-Frankel-Images

» Archthek [scroll down to name]
http://www.kmkbuecholdt.de/historisches/personen/architekten fr.htm

* Technische Universitat Berlin https://architekturmuseum.ub.tu-
berlin.de/index.php?p=51&SID=17650567708766

* Bildindex der Kunst & Architektur
https://www.bildindex.de/document/obj20573772?part=0&medium=fm822957
* Deutschen Nationalbibliothek
https://portal.dnb.de/opac/simpleSearch?query=fr%C3%A4nkel%20Rudolf

* Deutche Biographie https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/sfz145327.html#index
* Deutche Digitale Bibliothek https://www.deutsche-digitale-
bibliothek.de/person/gnd/128890975

* Archivportal - D https://www.archivportal-
d.de/objekte?query=Rudolf%20Fr%C3%A4nkel&isThumbnailFiltered=false

* Location Partnership - house in North West London designed by Rudolf Frankel
https://locationpartnership.com/location/h-22754-architectural-house-filming-
location

* Tranatlantic Perspectives
https://www.transatlanticperspectives.org/entries/rudolf-fraenkel/

* META https://www.metacult.ro/architecture/fisa.php?id=762&lang=EN

* Ben Uri Collection

https://www.benuricollection.org.uk/view exhibition.php?exhibitionid=183
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