
Mackintosh, Charles Rennie 1868 - 1928 

Charles Rennie Mackintosh was born Charles Rennie McIntosh in Dennistoun,
Glasgow, Scotland, on 7 January 1868. From 1884 to 1888 he was an articled to
John Hutchison (c.1841-1908) in Glasgow. In late 1888 or early 1889 he began
working a draughtsman with Honeyman and Keppie, a recently-established
Glasgow-based architectural practice formed by John Honeyman (1831-1914) and
John Keppie (1862-1945).  From 1883 to 1894 Mackintosh also attended evening
classes at Glasgow School of Art.  In c.1896 he became senior assistant to
Honeyman & Keppie, and, following the retirement of Honeyman in January 1901,
he was taken into partnership and the practice title became Honeyman, Keppie &
Mackintosh.  In 1900 he married Margaret Macdonald (1864-1933), with whom he
would subsequently collaborate on projects.

The partnership with Honeyman and Keppie was dissolved in June 1913 and
Mackintosh set up his own independent practice in Glasgow. After living briefly in
Walberswick, Suffolk, in August 1915 the Mackintoshes moved to Chelsea in
London where they established studios at  43A, Glebe Place.  In January 1924
they moved to France and over the next three years lived in Amelie-les-bains, Ille-
sur-Tet and Port Vendres.  By September 1927, for reasons of health, they were
forced to return to London, where Charles Rennie Mackintosh died on 10
December 1928.

In addition to his work as an architect, Mackintosh was also a painter and a
versatile designer in many fields including textiles, jewellery, furniture, interiors,
tiles, books, wallpaper, and stained glass. Between 1891 and 1923 he exhibited
at the Royal Glasgow Institute of the Fine Arts, Goupil Gallery in London, and at
the Royal Scottish Academy of Painters in Water Colours.
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Works

• For a comprehensive list of architectural projects by Mackintosh see the
Dictionary of Scottish Architects 1660-1980

Bibliography

'The Age of Mackintosh'. Journal of the Architectural Heritage Society of Scotland
vol.19, 1992 pp. 1-114 [Special issue of Journal of the Architectural Heritage
Society of Scotland.  Contents: Mackintosh, Burnet and modernity / Gavin Stamp
-- William Leiper's houses in Helensburgh / Simon Green -- James Miller : sixty
years in the history of Scottish architecture / Audrey Sloan -- A profile of Sir
George Washington Browne / Deborah Mays -- Lorimer's castle restorations /
Harriet Richardson -- Millionayrshire mansions / Mike Davis -- William Kerr / Adam
M. Swan -- How much should we respect the past? / John Smith].

Alison, Felippo. Charles Rennie Mackintosh as a Designer of Chairs. Milan:
Casabella, 1973. London: Warehouse Publications, 1974

Alison, Felippo. Der stuhl als kunstwerk sitmobel von Charles Rennie Mackintosh.
Stuttgart: Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt, 1983.

Alison, Filippo. 'Mackintosh furniture: reassessment for reconstruction' in
Mackintosh & His Contemporaries in Europe and America, edited by Patrick
Nutgens. London: John Murray, 1988 pp. 149-152

Archer, John H. G. 'Edgar Wood and Mackintosh' in Mackintosh and His
Contemporaries in Europe and America, edited by Patrick Nutgens. London: John
Murray, 1988 pp. 58-74

The Architect's Architect: Charles Rennie Mackintosh, edited by Murray Grigor and
Richard Murphy. London: Bellew, in association with the Charles Rennie
Mackintosh Society, 1993

An Artist's Cottage and Studio: the Realisation of an Unexecuted Design by
Charles Rennie Mackintosh. [Perth]: Bidwells, 1994

Asensio, Paco. Charles Rennie Mackintosh. Kempen, Germany: TeNeues;
Barcelona : LOFT, 2002.

Barnes, Harry Jefferson. Charles Rennie Mackintosh and Glasgow School of Art. 3,
Ironwork and metalwork at Glasgow School of Art. Glasgow: Glasgow School of
Art, 1978

http://www.scottisharchitects.org.uk/architect_full.php?id=200362


Bedford, June and Ivor Davies, 'Remembering Charles Rennie Mackintosh: A
Recorded Interview with Mrs Mary Sturrock', Connoisseur vol. 183, 1973,
pp. 80–88

Billcliffe, Roger.  Architectural Sketches and Flower Drawings by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh. London: Academy Editions, 1977

Billcliffe, Roger. Charles Rennie Mackintosh the complete furniture, drawings and
interior designs. Moffat, Dumfriesshire: Cameron & Hollis, 4th edition, 2009

Billcliffe, Roger. Charles Rennie Mackintosh: Textile Designs. San Francisco,
California: Pomegranate Artbooks, 2nd edn, 1993

Billcliffe, Roger. Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the Art of The Four. London:
Frances Lincoln, 2017 [The group known as "The Four" - C. R. Mackintosh and his
three contemporaries at Glasgow School of Art, J Herbert McNair,  Margaret
Macdonald Mackintosh and Frances Macdonald]

Billcliffe, Roger. Mackintosh Furniture. Cambridge: Lutterworth, 1984

Billcliffe, Roger. Mackintosh Watercolours. London: John Murray, 1978

Billcliffe, Roger and Vergo, Peter. ‘Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the Austrian Art
Revival’. The Burlington Magazine vol. 119, no. 896, November 1977 pp.739-746

Billcliffe, Roger. Visiting Charles Rennie Mackintosh, London: Frances Lincoln,
2012

Binney, Marcus. 'An architect of unfilled promise. Country Life vol. 144, 7
November 1968 pp. 1182-1183

Birrell, Ross. 'A beautiful living thing'. Performance Research vol. 22, no. 1,
January 2017 pp. 115-119  ["On the 23rd May 2014 fire spread through The
Glasgow School of Art, Charles Rennie Mackintosh’s masterpiece, badly damaging
the heart of the School. In the immediate aftermath of the fire there was an
overwhelming response evidencing a sense of loss and sadness amongst GSA’s
worldwide community. This emotional reaction developed into a desire to engage
with the Mackintosh Building, and this research project being one of several
focused on the building. Following this tragic event, Birrell and Crotch were both
driven by a desire to record the irrevocable damage, and the concept of ‘A
Beautiful Living Thing’ developed. Both authors independently felt a connection
with the building in the context of their own research, Birrell’s fascination with the
relationship of music and place, and Crotch’s concerns with embodied experience



and memory. The ambition was to capture and record the beauty within the
building viewing the restoration of this damaged work of art from the immediate
aftermath of the fire, and through the process of restoration to completion.
Through discussion the project developed and it was agreed that a series of three
films would be produced; designed as a series of visual ‘movements’ each would
be aligned to mark significant stages of rehabilitation of the building; before,
during and after the restoration work. Film 1 (completed) places a single musician
within the damaged library, and records a new composition transposed from the
words of Mackintosh ‘A Beautiful Living Thing’. Film 2 (currently in the editing
stage) will concern itself with ‘improvisation’ in response to the improvisatory
nature of fire and takes place during the reconstruction phase. Film 3 will
celebrate completion and a new beginning through a choral piece. This is a linear
project that has been conceived as a whole but with each part having
independent legitimacy."  Abstract]

Blackie, Walter W. 'Memories of Charles Rennie Mackintosh'. Scottish Art Review
vol. 11, 1968 pp. 6-11

Blake, Fanny. Essential Charles Rennie Mackintosh. Bath : Parragon, 2004

Blench, Brian J. R. and Kinchin, Juliet. Charles Rennie Mackintosh : his buildings in
& around Glasgow. Glasgow : City of Glasgow Council, in association with the
Charles Rennie Mackintosh Society, 1990.

Bliss, Douglas Percy, Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the Glasgow School of Art: 1.
Glasgow: Glasgow School of Art, 1961, 4th edition, revised and enlarged, 1991

Bott, Gerhard. Charles Rennie Mackintosh 1868-1928 : aus dem Werk des
schottischen Architekten ; Ausstellung im Hessischen Landesmuseum Darmstadt,
27. Februar 1969-4. Mai 1969. Darmstadt: Hessischen Landesmuseum Darmstadt,
1969

Bracardi, Monica. 'Non solo per diletto : Charles Rennie Mackintosh acquerellista'.
Art e Dossier vol. 29, 2014 pp. 42-47

Brett, David, C. R. Mackintosh: The Poetics of Workmanship. London: Reaktion,
1992

Brett, David. 'Charles Rennioe Mackintosh' in Encyclopedia of Interior Design
Volume 2, M-Z, edited by Joanna Banham.  London: Routledge, 1997 pp. 759-763



Brown, Alison. Charles Rennie Mackintosh: Making the Glasgow style. Glasgow:
Glasgow Museums, 2018 [Published in association with an exhibition held at the
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, Glasgow and Walker Art Gallery, Liverpool in
2018-19]

Brown, Alison. Designing the New: Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the Glasgow
Style. London: Prestel Publishing, 2019

Brown, Alison. 'Tea and Symmetry: The Glasgow tearoom designs of Charles
Rennie Mackintosh for Miss Catherine Cranston'. The Magazine Antiques vol. 186,
no. 5, 2019 pp. 104-113

Buchanan, William. 'Japanese influences on the Glasgow Boys and Charles Rennie
Mackintosh' in Japonisme in Art: An International Symposium. New York (?):
Kodansha America, Incorporated, 1980 pp. 291-301

Buchrieser, Yasmin. 'Simulacra architecture in relation to tourism: Charles Rennie
Mackintosh in Glasgow and Antoni Gaudi in Barcelona'. Journal of Tourism and
Cultural Change vol. 17, no. 1, 2019 pp. 100-114   ["An increasing global
competition between cities encourages many of them to find ways to promote
and develop a unique identity and increase their attractiveness as a tourist
destination. Some cities may develop and promote an emblematic architect and
his or her architectural heritage/legacy, like the examples of Glasgow and Charles
Rennie Mackintosh and Barcelona and Antonio Gaudi. Furthermore, this article will
focus on the way tourism can lead local actors in cities to go even further and to
continue to build their architecture, even after the death of the architects. A
phenomenon appears where architecture is posthumously continuing to be built,
leading to the production and creation of simulacra and facsimiles (for example of
Mackintosh architecture in Glasgow and Gaudi architecture in Barcelona) for
tourist, commercial and heritage reasons. This article aims to present and discuss
how architectural heritage can be produced and transformed ‘for’ and ‘by’
tourism, a fascinating change in these cities which has also been the subject of
criticism and leads to many questions". Summary]

Butcher, Barbara.'Charles Rennie Mackintosh: A Legacy and a Love Story: Behind
the beautiful work of the 'Father of Glasgow' lay a deep and lasting love'. History
Today vol. 65, no. 9, 2015 p. 7

Cairney, John. The quest for Charles Rennie Mackintosh. Edinburgh : Luath, 2007.

Chapman-Huston, Desmond. 'Charles Rennie Mackintosh: his life and work'.
Artwork no. 4, Spring 1930 pp. 20-31



Chapman-Huston, Desmond. The Lamp of Memory. Autographical Digressions.
London: Skeffington, 1950 [The author reflects in the book on his friendship with
Charles Rennie Mackintosh and Margaret Macdonald Mackintosh]

Charles Rennie Mackintosh. Copenhagen : Kunstindustrimuseet, 1982. 
[Catalogue of the first exhibition of the work of Charles Rennie Mackintosh held in
Scandinavia. Organised by The Danish Institute, Edinburgh and Duncan of
Jordanstone College of Art, Dundee]

Charles Rennie Mackintosh. London: Architectural Association, 1981

Charles Rennie Mackintosh. [Tokyo]: Japan Art & Culture Association, 1985

Charles Rennie Mackintosh, Edited by Wendy Kaplan. New York and London:
Abbeville Press, 1996

Charles Rennie Mackintosh and Glasgow School of Art - 2: Furniture in the School
Collection, introduction by by Jefferson H Barnes. Glasgow: Glasgow School of Art,
2nd edition, 1978

Charles Rennie Mackintosh: The Architectural Papers, edited by Pamela
Robertson.  Wendlebury, Oxfordshire: White Cockade in association with the
Hunterian Art Gallery, 1990

Charles Rennie Mackintosh (1868-1928): Architecture, Design and Painting: an
exhibition sponsored by the Edinburgh Festival Society and arranged by the
Scottish Arts Council. Introduction, notes and catalogue by Andrew McLaren
Young. Edinburgh: Scottish Arts Council, 1968

Charles Rennie Mackintosh: The Chelsea Years, 1915–1923, edited by Pamela
Robertson. Glasgow: Hunterian Art Gallery, University of Glasgow, 1978
[Catalogue of an exhibition at the Hunterian Art Gallery, University of Glasgow in
1978-79].

Charles Rennie Mackintosh, Margaret Macdonald Mackintosh: the memorial
exhibition 1933 : a reconstruction. [Glasgow] : [Fine Art Society], 1983 [Catalogue
of an exhibition held at the Fine Art Society, 24 August. - 26 September 1983]

Charles Rennie Mackintosh, Margaret MacDonald Mackintosh: Memorial
Exhibition. Glasgow: McLellan Galleries, 1933.

Charles Rennie Mackintosh: 1868-1928; [Mostra Charles Rennie Mackintosh,
Architetto organizzata dal Comune di Certaldo nel 1988]. Milan: Electa, 1988



[Conference proceedings. Location of conference not known]

Charles Rennie Mackintosh in Glasgow. Zurich : Ecole Polytechnique Federale,
[1977]

Charles Rennie Mackintosh: Scotland Street School : a New Survey. Glasgow:
Glasgow Print Studio Gallery Exhibition, [1982?]

Chrichton, Robin. Monsieur Mackintosh : the travels and paintings of Charles
Rennie Mackintosh in the Pyrénées Orientales 1923-1927 / Les voyages et
tableaux de Charles Rennie Mackintosh dans les Pyrénées Orientales 1923-1927.  
Edinburgh: Luath, 2006  [An account of Charles Rennie Mackintosh's time in
France. Contains 40 of his French paintings alongside photographs of the actual
locations today, and images from the period 1923-1927]

Chrichton, Robin. On the trail of monsieur Mackintosh : the travels and paintings
of Charles Rennie Mackintosh in the Pyrénées Orientales 1923-1927 / Le chemin
de monsieur Mackintosh : les voyages et tableaux de Charles Rennie Mackintosh
dans le Pyrénées Orientales 1923-1927. Innerleighten, Scotland: Robin Crichton,
2013.    ["In 1923, Charles Rennie Mackintosh and his wife Margaret MacDonald
went on holiday to Roussillon in the South of France to rest and recuperate. Her
health was poor and as an architect and designer he had become outmoded.
They were completely enchanted. The holiday became a permanent stay and
Mackintosh rapidly developed his talents as an artist. They spent the last and
possibly the happiest years of their life together in this earthly paradise, which is
Roussillon. Robin Crichton follows in Mackintosh's footsteps rediscovering as he
did the culture and beauty of the region and how it inspired his painting.
Crichton's own love of Roussillon shines through as he elegiac prose sits in perfect
harmony with Mackintosh's splendid paintings" [Publisher's note]

The Chronycle: The Letters of Charles Rennie Mackintosh to Margaret Macdonald
Mackintosh, 1927, edited by Pamela Robertson. Glasgow: Hunterian Art Gallery,
University of Glasgow, 2001

Clark, Robert Judson. 'Olbroich and Mackintosh' in Mackintosh & His
Contemporaries in Europe and America, edited by Patrick Nutgens. London: John
Murray, 1988 pp. 98-112

Cooper, Jackie, Mackintosh Architecture: The Complete Buildings and Selected
Projects. London: Academy Editions, 2nd edition, 1980

Crawford, Alan, Charles Rennie Mackintosh. London: Thames & Hudson, 1995



Cumming, Elizabeth. Hand, Heart and Soul: the Arts and Crafts Movement in
Scotland.  Edinburgh: Berlinn Limited, 2006

Davidson, Fiona. Charles Rennie Mackintosh. London: Pavilion Books, 2018.

Davidson, Hamish R. 'Memories of Charles Rennie Mackintosh'. Scottish Art
Review vol. 11, , 1968 pp. 2-5, 29 [The author was the grandson of William
Davidson, one of Mackintosh's clients and the Mackintosh Memorial Exhibition in
1933]

Davies, Colin. 'Derngate Centre, Northampton'. Architectural Review vol. 175,
1984, pp. 72-78 [Discusses 78 Derngate in Northampton designed by Charles
Rennie Mackintosh for the model engineer W. J. Bassett-Lowke in 1916. It was the
only house designed by Mackintosh in England]

Davis, Emily Virginia. Electrical light and Charles Rennie Mackintosh. M.A. thesis,
Virginia Commonwealth University, 2006

Dianat, Alborz. 'The Re-making of Charles Rennie Mackintosh: A Study of the
1933 Memorial Exhibition'. Architectural History vol. 62, 2019 pp. 145-169 

Dickson, Bryan and Reid, Suzanne. 'The External and Internal Decorative Finishes
of the Hill House, Helensburgh: Challenges of an Early Twentieth-century Dwelling
House'.  Studies in Conservation vol. 65, July 2020 pp. 1-5 ["Since its completion
in 1904, the Hill House in Helensburgh (Scotland) designed by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh has suffered from the effects of moisture penetration. Various owners
have attempted to remedy the problem with limited success. In 2019 the current
owner, the National Trust for Scotland, took the bold step to cover the entire
building in a contemporary structure, the Big Box, in order to arrest water ingress,
buy time to develop a solution, and engage with the public over this conservation
dilemma. This paper explores the technical and philosophical issues that finding a
solution presents, and outlines what effects the water ingress has had on the
collections and interior decorations. It explores the approaches taken to date with
the management of the exterior and interior surfaces of the building, and the
environmental management strategy adopted as one element of a solution. It
additionally notes that changes to Mackintosh’s original decorative scheme, which
included furniture, fixtures and fittings, have occurred over time, and discusses
the Trust’s approach to managing the collections in this iconic building".  Abstract
]

Directory of British Architects 1834-1914. Compiled by Antonia Brodie, et al.
Volume 2: L-Z. London; New York: British Architectural Library, Royal Institute of



British Architects/Continuum, 2001

Dixon, Elizabeth. Charles Rennie Mackintosh : a selective bibliography. London:
Architectural Association Library, 1981

Doak, Archibald M. Architectural Jottings by Charles Rennie Mackintosh. Glasgow:
Glasgow Institute of Architects, 1968

Doumato, Lamia. Charles Rennie Mackintosh, architect and designer. Monticello,
Ill. : Vance Bibliographies, 1980.

The Dr. Thomas Howarth collection : important works by Charles Rennie
Mackintosh, Margaret and Frances Macdonald and Herbert MacNair. London:
Christie's, 1994 [Sale catalogue]

Drew, Plunkett et al. Four studies on Charles Rennie Mackintosh. New York, NY :
New York School of Interior Design, 1996 [This publication coincides with an
exhibition, "A House for an Art Lover", at the New York School for Interior Design,
Nov. 20, 1996-Feb. 8, 1997]

Eriksson, Ann-Catrine. Rummet som konstverk: om konstnärsparet Charles Rennie
Mackintosh och Margaret Macdonald. Umeå, Sweden: Institutionen för
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https://doi.org/10.1093/gao/9781884446054.article.T052901
https://rkd.nl/nl/explore/artists/record?query=Mackintosh%2C%20Charles%20Rennie&start=1
http://www.greatbuildings.com/buildings/Glasgow_School_of_Art.html
http://www.artnet.com/artists/charles-rennie-mackintosh/
http://walberswick.onesuffolk.net/home/the-village/charles-rennie-mackintosh/
http://walberswick.onesuffolk.net/home/the-village/charles-rennie-mackintosh/
https://www.artbiogs.co.uk/1/artists/mackintosh-charles-rennie
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ijeu2oaH4w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-26PBpldfTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-26PBpldfTs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SU6IA5LD1DA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LNrV6vbu4os


• YouTube. 2/3 Charles Rennie Mackintosh - A Modern Man (1996)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGLeC48jbzE
• YouTube. 3/3 Charles Rennie Mackintosh - A Modern Man (1996)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tkkwNvKMVs4
• YouTube. Charles Rennie Mackintosh (Glasgow Four) - Design & Architecture - I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppjyAynOrBo
• YouTube. Inside Glasgow: The Glasgow School of Art
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nuEcXjDci-8
• The Art Story https://www.theartstory.org/artist/mackintosh-charles-rennie/life-
and-legacy/
• House for an Art Lover https://www.houseforanartlover.co.uk/about/charles-
rennie-mackintosh
• Historic Environment Scotland - 68 records of architectural work by C. R.
Mackintosh
http://portal.historicenvironment.scot/hes/web/f?p=1505%3A200%3A%3A%3ANO%3ARP%3ASEARCH_UNDERWAY%3A1
• British Listed Buildings - 68 entries relating to C. R. Mackintosh
https://britishlistedbuildings.co.uk/site-
search/?q=Charles%20Rnnie%20Mackintish
• National Art Library Catalogue https://nal-
vam.on.worldcat.org/search?databaseList=&queryString=Charles%20Rennie%20Mackintosh
• YouTube. Mackintosh - Willow Tea Rooms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=toPDobt8-o0
• González Mínguez, María Teresa. Dark/Masculine—Light/Feminine: How Charles
Rennie Mackintosh and Margaret MacDonald Changed Glasgow School of Art.
Proceedings of the 31st AEDEAN Conference, Universidade da Coruña, 2008
https://ruc.udc.es/dspace/bitstream/handle/2183/17105/AEDEAN_2008_31_art_9.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
• Charles Rennie Mackintosh Society. Newsletter - a partial index
https://www.archinform.net/quellen/9066.htm
• Howarth, Thomas. Charles Rennie Mackintosh and the Secessionist Movement in
Architecture. Ph.D, University of Glasgow, 1949
https://theses.gla.ac.uk/39020/1/1949HowarthPhD.pdf
• Biblography of the History of Art https://primo.getty.edu/primo-
explore/search?query=any%2Ccontains%2CCharles%20Rennie%20Mackintosh&tab=bha&search_scope=GETTY_BHA&vid=BHA&offset=0
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