Briggs-Baumfeld, Ella 1880 - 1977

Ella Briggs-Baumfeld [also known as Ella Briggs] was born Ella Baumfeld in
Vienna, Austria-Hungary on 5 March 1880.

As women were not allowed to train as architects in Austria-Hungary at this time,
she studied painting and embroidery for two years at the Wiener
Frauenerwerbsvereines in Vienna and painting from 1901 to 1906 at the
Kunstgewerbeschule in Vienna.

In 1903 she visited the USA, possibly to see her brother, Moritz, who had
emigrated to the USA in 1899. In 1904 she was awarded a medal at the Louisiana
Purchase Exposition in St. Louis, Missouri. In September 1907 she married Walter
J. Briggs [formerly Brix], an Austrian-born lawyer, in New York. They were
divorced in 1912, however, she kept his surname. During this period, she began
to develop a reputation as an interior decorator and designer. She decorated and
furnished the New York Press Club building and rooms in the German Theatre in
New York.

She had returned to Vienna by 1914, and by which time gave as her profession as
"architekt" [Meldearchiv Wien - Vienna Registration Archives], although she did
not train as an architect until 1918 when she entered the Technische Hochschule
in Munich. After she graduated in 1920 she worked in the office of a construction
firm in Vienna. Soon after, because of the lack of commissions, she went back to
New York and designed a few houses. She then moved to Philadelphia, where she
was mainly engaged on renovation work. She also produced plans for single-
family houses for American magazines. The plans of could be obtained from the


https://architecture.arthistoryresearch.net/architects/briggs-baumfeld-ella

magazines. In the 1920s she travelled to southern Italy to work on a book on
national architecture,, however, it was never published.

Baumfeld returned again to Vienna in 1924 and designed housings for the Westen
Baugesellschaft, and for the Vienna city authorities she designed the
Pestalozzihof, a residential block of 119 dwellings which was built in 1925. She
also designed a smaller block on the Bellrothstrasse in 1926. In 1927 she moved
to Berlin, where she ran a successful architecture office. Her projects included a
large apartment block in Berlin-Mariendorf, housing for the unemployed in
Blankenfeldand, and a number of single-family house.

Baumfeld was the first woman to be admitted to the Osterreichischer Ingenieur-
und Architekten-Verein (OIAV). She was also a member of the Vereinigung
bildender Kinstlerinnen Osterreichs (VBKO), Bund Deutscher Architekten (BDA),

When the National Socialists came to power Germany Briigs, who was Jewish, was
expelled from the BDA and barred from practising as an architect. She fled to
England in September 1935 and settled in London. It is not known when she was
granted a permit to work as an architect in Britain. She acquired British
citizenship in 1947 and by that time was in practice in Enfield, Middlesex. She was
also elected an Associate of the Royal Institute of British Architects (ARIBA). She
designed a housing scheme for Bilston Corporation in the 1940s. She died in
London in 20 June 1977

A biographical file on Ella Briggs-Baumfeld is available at the RIBA Library in
London
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