
Hett, Leonard Keir 1887 - 1978 

Leonard Keir Hett was born in Epsom, Surrey, England on 9 September 1887 and
was articled to Francis William Troup (1859-1941) in London from 1907 to c.1910,
He also attended classes at the Architectural Association Schools in London from
1905 to 1909 and was awarded a Travelling Studentship in 1907.

Hett qualified as an architect in 1910 and commenced practice in London in 1911.
From 1911 he was in partnership with Charles Denny Carus-Wilson (1886-1979),
and from 1923 he was a partner in the architectural firm Searle & Searle in
London. He remained associated with the practice for the rest of his career as an
architect.  He was also architect to Ardingly College in Ardingly, Sussex. for 18
years.

Hett mainly designed buildings in Sussex including a number of Churches. From
the late 1920s to the early 1950s, he designed buildings at the The Heritage Craft
Schools and Hospitals for Crippled Children [now Chailey Heritage School] in
Chailey, Sussex

A design for a house by him was entered in The "Daily Mail" Ideal Houses
Competition for Architects in 1927

Hett was elected an Associate of the Royal Institute of British Architects (ARIBA)
in 1911 and a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects (FRIBA) in 1920. 
He died at 11 College Road, Ardingly, Sussex on 27 November 1978

Worked in
UK
Works

In conjunction with C.D. Carus-Wilson. A.R.I.B.A.: — House and lodge, etc., Liss,
Hants; village hall, Staplefield, Sussex; carved oak reredos and lych gate,
Ardingly, Sussex. Unassociated: — Cottages, etc., at Ardingly, Sussex; carved oak
war memorial screen, Ardlngly, Sussex; house at Newick, Sussex; house at
Turner's Hill, Sussex; cottages and (arm buildings at Haywards Heath, Sussex;
additions to "Tanyards", Cuckfield, and to house at Ardlngly, Sussex: sports
pavilion at Walthamstow; additions to " Monks," Balcombe, Sussex.  [Source:
Who's Who in Architecture 1923]
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Links
• West Sussex Record Office. Archive of Leonard Keir Hett of Ardingly, architect
https://westsussexrecordofficeblog.com/2017/09/07/archive-of-leonard-keir-hett-
of-ardingly-architect/
• Jennifer Mason. The Working Papers of Leonard Keir Hett, Architect(AM 818).
The Researcher Newsletter of the West Sussex Archives Society. The Friends of
West Sussex Record Office No. 99, October 2017 http://wsas.co.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2019/03/The-Researcher-2017-4-September.pdf
• Sussex Parish Churches [scroll down to name]
https://sussexparishchurches.org/architectsandartistsh/
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