
Emberton, Joseph 1889 - 1956 

Joseph Emberton was born in Audley, Staffordshire, England on 23 December
1889 and was articled to Chapman & Snape in Newcastle under Lyme (1906-07). 
Between 1911- and 1913 he studied at the Royal College of Art and the Royal
Academy Schools in London.  

Following World War One he worked an assistant to Thomas Smith Tait (1882-
1954) of Sir John Burnet & Partners from c.1918 to 1922. Between 1922 and
1926, Emberton was in practice with Percy James Westwood (1878-1958), during
which time their work included pavilions for the British Empire Exhibition (1924-
25), the stands at the Advertising Exhibition in London (1927) and shops for
Austin Reed, etc.  In the 1930s Emberton was responsible for the design of some
of the buildings that are considered icons of the Modern movement in Britain,
such as Royal Corinthian Yacht Club, at Burnham-on-Crouch in Essex (1930-32)
and Simpson’s Piccadilly in London (1933-34), Blackpool Pleasure Beach Buildings
(1933-), and the HMV building on London’s Oxford Street (c.1935). He designed a
stand for the advertising agency F.C. Pritchard Wood & Partners at the
Advertising & Marketing Exhibition held at Olympia, London, in 1933, and the
British Railways Pavilion for the Empire Exhibition in Glasgow in 1938.

In 1955 Emberton designed the ‘Browserie’, a new record store in the HMV
building.  Emberton. He was elected an Associate of the Royal Institute of British
Architects (ARIBA) in 1921 and a Fellow of the Royal Institute of British Architects
(FRIBA) in 1931.  He died in Westminster, London on 20 November 1956.
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Works

In partnership with P. J. Westwood, A.R.I.B.A.: — Various business premises for
Messrs. Austin Reed, Ltd., outfitters, etc., at Leeds, Liverpool, Sheffield, Regent
Street, and head offices at Red Lion Square; numerous Exhibition buildings at the
British Empire Exhibition, 1924 and 1925, including: "State Express" House, Main
Avenue and Lake-side Kiosks; in the Palace of Industry, Messrs. Nobel Industries'
Stand, the Boot Section, and Messrs. John Jameson's Stand; in the Palace of
Engineering, Messrs. British Thomson-Houston Co.'s Stand, etc.; houses in various
parts of the country. [Who's Who in Architecture 1926]
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