
Bernard, Oliver Percy 1881 - 1939 

Oliver Percy Bernard was born in Camberwell, London, England on 8 April 1881. 
He began his career working in the scenery store of a theatre in Manchester. He
later became a scenery painter and in 1901-05 worked in London with the set
designer Walter Hann.  In 1905 Bernard went to the USA where he worked as a
theatre designer with Thomas Ryan and as resident technician at the Boston
Opera House. Following his return to Britain, Bernard was resident set designer
for the Grand Opera Syndicate at Covent Garden, London and served as a
Camouflage Officer in the Royal Engineers during World War One [Note: one
source consulted states that Bernard did not return to Britain until after the War].
Following the war he continued to work as a set designer.  He designed sets for
productions at London’s Drury Lane and decorations for the Empire Exhibition in
Wembley, 1924-25.  Bernard also acted as technical director for the British
Pavilion at the Exposition Internationale des Arts Décoratifs et Industriels
Modernes in Paris in 1925.  

Bernard received no formal training as an architect, nevertheless, he worked on a
number of significant architectural projects in the 1930s including interiors for the
Strand Palace, Cumberland and Regent Palace hotels in London;  ‘Corner Houses’,
restaurants and snack bars for J. Lyons & Co.; and the offices of Bakelite Ltd. 
Between 1931-33 Bernard was also consultant designer for the tubular steel
furniture company Practical Equipment Limited (the name changed to PEL in
1932).  Bernard died in London on 15 April 1939.
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